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f INTRODUCTION. 
g BOTS II E following Papers (as the Reader 


Wi T Es are a Defence of the Principles of 
wot. 


8 N thoſe who are abus'd with the Name 
e of Lou Church-Men : For which Rea- 


ſon I thought it proper to draw the Materials of 


likely to give the beſt and trueſt Repreſentation 
of their Senfe in theſe Matters (which in a Thing 
Vf this Nature ought very much to be regarded þ 
but alſo becauſe their Writings afford the moll 


ſupport their 
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it from the Writings of the moſt eminent of that 
Character: Not only becauſe they are the moſt 


convincing Arguments, and ſtrongeſt Reaſons to 

r Opinions; inſomuch that tho there 
is yet room for others to ſay ſome Things in 
theſe Controverſies, yet tis ſcarce poffible for any _ 
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do ſet them in a better Light than is done already. 


But becauſe this 5 e be done in mam Ni- 
courſes, and is often intermingled with other 
Things; I thought it might be uſeful to draw out 
of them all, a Defence of the Principles of the Low 
Chureh- Menu in the Points of Difference between 
them and others. The former. Eſſay attempted 
this in ſome Meaſure, and the preſent is intended 
to compleat it: In that I fairly repreſented their. 
Senſe, - and often in their own Words; and, I 
hope, made it appear they agree very well with 
the Church of England, however they happen to 
differ from thoſe who ſeem to value themſelves on 
the Character of High Church-Men, from whom 
they are farther diſtinguiſh'd in that, | 


8 ECT. IX. Vith Reſpe# to the Civil Go- 

vLernment, they think, that all that Obedience 
© and Submiſſion that is ſettled by our Laws to 

© the Perſons of our Princes, ought to be paid 
© them for Conſcience Sake: But if a miſguided 
Prince ſhall take on him to diſſolve our Con— 
© ſtitution, and to deſtroy the Religion and Li- 

© berties of his Subjects, he may lawfully be 

* refiſted in thoſe Attempts; and they are very 

© zealous for the Proteſtant Succeſſion as ſettled 

© by Law, and can by no Means allow of an Inde- 
© feizable Hereditary Right to the Crown, of 

© Great Britain. „„ 


HERE it will concern me to be very exact, 
© becauſe this Part of their Character, above all 
others, has been moſt; violently attack d; not 

© ſo much by reaſoning againſt, as by flirting... 
© at, and miſrepreſenting their Principles. The 
'© Truth is, tho' many of the very zealous Sons 
of the Church do yet adhere to the Doctrine of 
1 = | C Paſſive- 
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Senſe ; and conſequently do and intend to caſt 


black and odious Colours upon the Revolution, 


and utterly diſclaim the Proteſtant Sucteſſion ; 
yet few of them care to own, and ſome we cha- 
ritably hope have really renounc'd theſe Princi- 


- ples, and: their undeniable Conſequences. But 


yet notwithſtanding,' theſe very Men do fre- 


quently make that a Matter of Reproach to 


others, which it you ſift em to the Bottom, they 
themſelves, will own. They do now often ac 
knowledge Paſſive Obedience to be a limited 
Duty, and may admit of an Exception, as well 
as other Puties expreſs d in Scripture, in as 
general Terms; and tell us, that by Hereditary 
Right, they mean no more than Hereditary 
Right according to that Act which excludes Papiſts, 
and conſequently deſtroys Hereditary Right, 
underſtood. in the Senſe in which they us'd for- 


merly to aſſert, and others to deny it. 


bo 


* 


we muſt then believe they do wretchedly diſ- 
guiſe themſelves, andiimpoſe upon the World; 


for in them we find frequent Declarations on 
the Behalf of Unlimited Paſſive - Obedience, 
and Obedience without. Reſerve ; and in Favour of 
Hereditary Right (in a quite different Senſe) as 
the beſt, if not the enn Height now, Which yet 


they themſelves witſi tlie ſame Breath do diſclaim 


for the future: And all this join d with heavy Ac- 


cuſations againſt thoſe of different Principles, 


whom they repreſent as Commonwealths-Men,- 
Enemies to Monarchy, and ſuch as had Deſigns 
to introduce a Republick, and bring the King 


< of England to the Condition of the Duke of 


Venice 


of it, ana 
an Indefeizable Hereditary Right, in the ſtricteſt 
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Venice; and alljthis only for being of Princi- 
© ples, which at other Times they ſay are their 
* own. | | A | 
And yet they cannot give one Inſtance of a 
© Perſon of any Character, that aſſerted the Law- 
© fulneſs of Reſiſtance, in any Caſe, but that of 
a total Subverfion, and when it was abſolutely 
neceſſary to the publick Happineſs and Security; 
or that thought it worth his while to oppoſe 
an Hereditary Right according to the Act of Settle- 
ment, which is the only Senſe in which them- 
{elves do pretend to own. any for the future, 
whatever they may pretend at preſent. | 
No is it fair for Men to declaim againſt 
their Brethren, as Rebels and Enemies to the 
Conſtitution, for being of the ſame Principles 
with themſelves ? Is it reaſonable they ſhould 
thus keep up a Diſtinſtion, where there is really 
no Difference ? Is it not plain, that however 
they may ſometimes talk and harangue, they are 
forc'd to acknowledge the Truth of the main 
Principles of thoſe they do ſo violently oppoſe ? 
When they explain themſelves upon Abſolute 
Non-Refiſtance, or Hereditary Right, they have 
the Abſurdity to own, That by Abſolute Non- 
Reſiſtance, they mean a Reſiſtance which is not 
Abſolute; and that by Hereditary Right, they 
mean the ſame with other People's Parliamentary 
Right ; and yet by the deceitful Uſe of theſe 
© Words, with much Noiſe and Clamour, they 
© endeavour to keep up a Diſtin&ion, where they 
© cannot maintain any. 46 | 
So that notwithſtanding the mighty Clamours 
ſome of em make, the only Difference between 
theſe People and others, is in this, Whether it be 
proper, and for the Advantage of the Govern- 


ment, freely to declare what they do in Truth 
= believe 
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believe and allow about the Lawfulneſs of Reſi- 
Nance in Caſe of extream Neceſſity, and be not 
more convenient to conceal it; and whether, 
fince they are agreed, that the Hereditary Right of 
the one, and Parliamentary Right of the other, are 
the ſame, and perfectly ſynonimous Expreſſions, 
(as they reſpect the Houſe of Hanover) it be 
more for the Security of that Succeſſion, and of 
her Majeſty's Government, to inſiſt upon the latter, 
or to exalt and magnify the former. | 
I ſhall therefore endeavour to ſhew very briefly, 
that it 1s much ſafer, and more for the Security 
of our preſent Eſtabliſhment, as well as future 
Happineſs, to preſs the Duty of Submiſſion 
with ſome Limitations, than to lay it down in 
unlimited Terms, and leave the Exception to 
juſtify it ſelf, as ſome have been pleas d to ex- 
preſs it; and alſo that it is a much greater Secu- 
rity to her Majeſty's Government, and the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſion, to inſiſt upon a Parliamentary 
Right, than to exalt a Right purely Hereditary, 
and devolv'd by a Lineal Succeſſion. LE TY 
F. 1. Now it is plain that we of this Nation 
have been actually ſav'd from eminent Ruin by 
Refiſtance, to which originally and chiefly we owe 
the Happineſs of the preſent Eſtabliſhment ; and 
therefore it is neceſſary to aſſert and inſiſt upon 
the Lawfulneſs of ſuch Reſiſtance, in order to juſti- 
fy the Foundation upon which this whole Settle- 
ment does depend; I wiſh this were well conſi- 
der'd : It wou d probably make ſome Men more 
wary in condemning. all Reſiſtance, if they wou'd 
but reflect what muſt be the Conſequence: For 
if the Reſiſtance offer d at the Revolution was 
not lawful, then was what follow d upon it meer 
Uſurpation ; and conſequently the Adi that eſta- 
bliſhes the Proteſtant Succeſſion, is of no Force; 
725 a which 
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which I yet hope and believe, there are not ma- 
ny of this Sort of Men, wou'd be willing to ſer 
aſide. The Non-Jurors know the Force of this 
Argument well enough; and therefore make it 
their great Buſineſs to poſſeſs People with the Un- 
lawfulneſs of Reſiſtance in any Caſe whatſoever ; 
In they know, if they can but make this univerſally 
| beliey'd, the Conſequence will be as favourable | 
as they can wiſh; the Revolution and Proteſtant ® 
Succeſſion muſt even go together. If Injuſtice 
was really done to King James, and the Revolu- 
tion was founded in Iniguity; then it will follow, 
that King William and Queen Mary were Uſur- 
pers, and that there is another Brood of Uſurpers 
coming over from Hanover, which I hope an 
Engliſh Proteſtant will ſcarce believe, upon five 
Times better Evidence than can be given for 
Alſolute Paſſive Obedience. 
IN DEE D before the Revolution, it was ſome- 
what more excuſable in Men to lay -down the 
Doctrine of Submiſſion in general Expreſſions; as 
many did, who yet expreſly own'd a Reſerve for 
Reſiſtance in Caſe of a total Subverſion : * The 
Right Reverend Biſhop of Sarum was one of this 
Number ; who I the rather inſtance in, becauſe 
many think they have a mighty Advantage in 
producing his Authority for their Abſo/ute Paſſive 
Obedience. By this they impoſe on unthinking 
People, who have not themſelves ſeen what his 
Lordſhip has wrote on the Subject, but take up 
with the Account of it, which they pleaſe to at- 
ford them. : In hopes therefore of ſatisfying ſuch 
Men what little Reaſon there is for making him 
2 Patron of Abſolute Paſſive Obedience, I will give 
them his own Account of it. About 40 Years 
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© ago (ſays he) ſeveral Books were ſent to Scot= 
 /aud, aſſerting a Right in the People, in Oppoli- 
© tion to eftabliſh'd Laws, to reſiſt Authority, 
and to force a Change in the Laws; all being 
grounded upon Pretences of Religion: In Op- 
© poſition to theſe Books, I was engag'd to write; 


and I made this the main Subject of the Debate, 


That a Magiſtrate governing by Law, was not 
© to be reſiſted upon the Account of Religion : 
« And being at that Time of the ſame Perſwa- 


Þ& «+ Gon that 1 continue in to this Day, I did in 


© plain Terms expreſs it, (Page 16.) In Caſe the 
© Magiſtrate be furious, or deſert his Right, or ex- 
© poſe his Kingdom to the Fury of ethers, the Laws 
© aud Senſe of all Nations agree, That the States of 
* the Land are to be the Adminiſtrators of the Power. 
And (Page 17.) The Caſe varies very much, when 
© the Abuſe is ſuch that it tends to a total Subverſion ; 
© -which may juſtly be call'd a Frenzy, fince no Man is 
© capable of it till he is under ſome Delufion of his 
Mind; in which Caſe, the Power is to be adminiſtred 


y others, for the Prince and his People's Safety. 


There muſt be a gre; Art of Reaſoning (as 
| | e, who would infer from 
© his ſaying, That Religion gives no Right to any to 
© att againſt Law, or to ſet up by Force in Oppoſit i- 
on to Lau; that therefore when Religion is 
© become a main Part of the Law, and is endea- 
your'd to be overturn'd in a plain Oppoſition to 
©Law, that it is not lawful to defend it. 
H RH we ſee that tho the Biſhop of Sarum did 
on ſome Occaſions lay down the Doctrine of Sub- 


_ miſſion, in general Terms; yet on others, he ex- 


preſly made the Exception of a total Subverſion ; 
which I thought my ſelf oblig'd to take Notice 
of, in Vindication of this Reverend and Learned 


Prelate; who has been follow'd with all the Spite 


8 


and Miſrepreſentation in the World; for no 
other Reaſon but the great Share he had in bring- 
ing about, and his great Zeal in defending the 
late Glorious Revolution; which as it will never 
be forgiven him by one Part of the Nation, ſo it 
will never be forgotten by another: But tho' it 
happen'd that he made the Exception, yet perhaps 
it was not ſo abſolutely zeceſſary to be done at 
that Time, for ſeveral Reaſons that are quite out 
of the Caſe now. It may not always be ſo pro- 
per to ſuppoſe extraordinary Caſes, when Men 
are giving the Directions that belong to the or- 
dinary Courſe of Life: When Children are ex- 
horted to obey their Parents in all Things, it is not 
always needtul to ſuppoſe the Caſe of their Pa- 
rents going about to %% them, nor argue what 
they may do in ſuch a Caſe : But then if a Caſe of 
this Nature have actually happen'd; and we are 
led to diſcourſe of it with thoſe ho are particu- 
larly concern'd, that Caſe onght to be excepted 
out of the general Rule, and the Son ſhou'd cer- 
tainly be told, that his Reſiſtance of his Father's 
Attempts to deprive him of his Life, is not con- 
demn'd by that Law of God which requires his 
Obedience and Submiſſion in all Things. Now 
this is our Caſe: The Attempt of King James 
upon our Religion and Liberties, made it neceſſa- 
ry for us to reſiſt him, in order to preſerve them: 
The whole Body of the Nation join'd in that Re- 
ſiſtance; to which we owe our Security, and the 
Happineſs of the preſent Eſtabliſhment: For Men | 
therefore zow to ſet forth the Duty of Obedience, 
and Submiſſion in unlimited Expreſſions ; abſo- 
lately to condemn all Manner of Reſiſtance, with- 
out any Exception of the Caſe that has actually 
happen'd, or any like it that may hereafter hap- 
pen, is plainly to condemn the Revolution as Re- 

| bellion; 


bellion; and conſequently to undermine our pre- 


ſent Settlement. The Principles of Liberty, are 
always of ſuch Importance to a Nation, as to- 
make it very convenient that Men ſhou'd ſome- 
times be reminded of them; bur they are more 
ſo, when a Caſe: hath happen'd in which they 


were put into Practice, and the preſent. good 


Eſtate of the Nation is owing entirely to that 
Practice. | | 

$ 2. AND this is the more neceſſary, becauſe 
the contrary Doctrine is ſo frequently, ſo pub- 
lickly and zealouſly eſpouſed and propagated ; 
with this profeſſed Deſign, by many to blacken 
and reproach the Revolution. There is ſcarce a 
ſingle Truth in Nature, which hath endur'd more 
Oppoſition and more Abuſes than this; and 
even to this Day we meet with numberleſs In- 
ſults upon Revolution Principles, and the Principles 
of Sel Defence, as well from thoſe who ſubmit to 


the Government, as others who are the profeſs d 


Enemies of it. Theſe are not ſparing in their daily 
Endeavours, to bring a Diſgrace on theſe Princi- 
ples, or in their Boaſts that the good old Do- 
ctrine of Abſolute Paſſive Obedience, is revived 
from that Grave in which it ſeem'd buried at the 


late Revolution. It has indeed been made an Ar- 


gument againſt the publickly owning theſe Prin- 
ciples, that we are zealous enough for Liberty ; 
that there is no Danger of our not eſteem ing this 
ſufficiently; that the Fear rather is, leſt we are 
too fond of it, and care not to be kept under 
any legal Reſtraints: But there ſeems little 
Ground for ſuch Conceits; for where is this 
great Zeal for Liberty ? Or how hath it ſo uni- 
verſally diſcover'd it ſelf, as to give Occaſion for 
ſuch Jealouſies and Fears? It is plain thoſe have 
been made the common Marks of Infamy and 

B 2 Reproach, 


CY, 


Rep roach, who have defended it. arent, Cen- 
. hath been call'd for by ſome, and Fire from 
Heaven, by others; only tor aſſerting a Right 
in a Nation to defend its Conſtitution from Ru- 

There has been, as it were, a general Alarm 
Jen wy and an univerſal Cry rais d againſt thoſe 
who have ventur d to allow it: Jurors and Non- 
Jurors, Clergy and Lait), have as it were united 
together, to hinder the Voice of Liberty from 
being heard. 

But the Non-Jurars and ie eſpecially the 
younger Sort, have been foremoſt and loudeſt in 
the common Cry; their Pulpits for a long Time 
have ſcarce rung with any Thing elſe but the Di- 
vine Right of Kings to do juſt what they pleaſe, and 
the Neceſſity People are under, in all Caſes, to 
ſubmit to them. The Character of the Daniſh 
and Swediſh Clergy fits too many among us. 
They are not content with playing their Batteries 
upon our Conſtitution, from the Ramparts of 
the Pulpit ; but ſcarce a Week paſſes, as we ſee 
by every News-Paper, without ſome Reverend or 
other's trotting up to London with his Divine un- 
accountable Right in his Bags. If we: were again 
in the Condition from which the Revolution ſav'd 
us; that is, if our Laws and Liberties and native 
Rights were to be buried, we ſhou'd have a new 
Kind of Funeral Harangues in Faſhion ; inſtead 
of dropping a Tear over em, fulſome Panegyricks 
wou'd be made upon their Murtherers, and Cur- 
ſes denounc'd againſt all who ſhou'd endeavour to 
preſerve them: It muſt indeed be acknowlede'd, 
that there are a great many worthy Men of the 
ſacred Order, whoſe Conduct is the Reverſe of 
theſe laviſh T ools., To the Horour of nn Ne- 
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tion be it ſpoken, there are dead and living Fat 
thers of the Divine Britiſh: Liberty; and the Tillot- 
ſons and Teniſons, the Talbots and Wakis, the Bun- 


net and Fleetwoods and Trimnels, will, without 


doubt ſound nobly in every Ear of a Free-born 
People, when all the ſhameleſs Advocates of Ty+ 
ranny and Slavery will be utterly forgot, or te- 
member'd with Deteſtatio n 

And here I cannot but obſerve another Sort of 


Men, who tho' they will not flatly deny the Laws 


fulneſs of the Reſiſtance made at the Revolution; 
yet ſpeak as tenderly of it as if they thought it x 
Thing to be aſham'd of: They wou'd willingly 
have Reſiſtance practic'd in ſome Caſes, yet don't 
care for owning it to be honourable'or lawful; 
it may it ſeems be practic'd by Chriſtians upon 
great Occaſions, but then it muſt be againſt their 
Principles, and with Remorſe of Conſcience; they 
muſt do it in a Paſſion as it were; and when it 
is done, they muſt be left wholly void of all Man- 
ner of Excuſe. Theſe Men deſire not to appear 
to do ſo, and yet they do indeed leave no room 
for oppoſing the greateſt Tyranny and Oppreſſion 
in Governours, without breaking thro' the Ties 

of Conſcience and Honour. 1579. fk 055k 
ALL theſe Conſiderations put together, roo 
evidently ſhew the great Fondneſs there is inſome 
for {laviſh Principles, and that the old Leven is 
not yet work'd out; that the Revolution is yet 
an Eye-Sore, tho' it fav'd us; and therefore there 
is Reaſon ſufficient to make it neceſſary for all, 
who do really own the Principles upon which 
it was brought about, freely to declare them. 
$ 3. ANOTHER Thing that makes this reaſona- 
ble, is the Tendency of the contrary Principles 
to betray Princes to thoſe Attempts that muſt 
end in their own, or their People's Ruin. A hey 
| erve 


I WI 


- ſerve to flatter the Vices of the Great and Migh- 


ty, and of all who can by any Means come to 
have any Dependance upon them. The Inclina- 
tion of a Nero to tyrannize, and ſport himſelf with 
the Miſery of his Inferiors ; the Luſt and Ambi- 
tion of thoſe about him, who hope for great 
Things by humouring and encouraging this 
Temper ; the Deſigns of all who can raiſe them- 
ſelves by being Inſtruments of Cruelty ; theſe 
are all ſooth'd and flatter'd by the Principles of 
Abſolute Submiſſion and Non-Reſiſtance. Our 
Inferiors believe they muſt in no Caſe refiſt, therefore 
we may ſafely att our Part, is an Argument which 


humane Nature, cloath'd with Power, will fre- 


quently yield to; whereas the Allowance of Re- 
ſiſtance in extream Caſes, is a great Means of 
putting a Stop to ſuch Exorbitance, and ſuch De- 
ſigns. This is not meer Speculation ; for we 
have had an Inſtance in our own Nation, of a 
Prince unhappily ſooth'd by the Doctrine of Non- 
Reſiſtance, and flatter d into open Attempts up- 
on our Liberties; when perhaps, if the contrary 


Principles had been current, and as generally 


profeſs'd as the other, it had kept him firm to his 
Oaths and Promiſes, and happy in the Obedience 
of a willing People. This appears pretty proba- 
ble from what the Biſhop of Sarum ſays of his 
Converſation with that Prince: * He tells us, 
that he took the Freedom to tell him, when 
Duke of Tork, that it was impoſſible for him to 
reign in quiet in this Nation, being of the Romiſb 
Religion; to which he anſwer'd very quick, Does 


not the Church of England maintain the Doctrine of 


Paſſive Obedience and Non-Refiſtance ? But tho', 
by the miraculous Providence of God, we were 


its 


mr. a 
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reſcu'd from the Miſery theſe Notions were like 
to bring on us; yet there are two! Nations in 


the World whoſe Conſtitutions were once as hap- 
py as our owz, but by the Aſſiſtance of Abſolute 
Paſſive Obedience, are now the Scenes of Rapine, 
Perſecution and Oppreſſion: Theſe People en- 
joy'd the Benefits of the Proteſtant” Religion, and 
had it ſecur d to them; were poſſeſs d of great 
Privileges, and a perfect Liberty; they had Tri- 
ennial Parliaments, and Kings governing accord» 
ing to Law: They may ſay to us, what St. Paul 
wiſh'd of Agrippa, and the reſt that heard him, 
they were almoſt altogether ſuch as we are, and had 
remain'd ſo to this Day, had it not been for theſe 
Bonds of Abſolute Paſſive Obedience and Non-Re= 
ſiftance : So that without diſputing with a certain 
great Lawyer, t Whether the admitting a Caſe. 
wherein Reſiſtance may be lawful, wou'd devour all. 
Allegiance ; tis evident beyond Contradiction, 
that this general Paſſive Doctrine has devour d all 
theſe Peoples Happineſs. And what Reaſon'can be 
given, why that Doctrine that has already ruin'd: 
two Kingdoms, is not able to ruin the third; ef» 
pecially when thoſe that miſcarry'd in their At- 
tempts before, can ſee. now by the Succeſs of the 
other two, where the Miſmanagement lay that 
hinder'd them from the ſame Succeſs. 101 

N o tho' the general Precepts of Scripture: 
may be well enough let alone, while no groſs 
Abuſes are put upon them; yet when they are 
abus d, and this not to the Prejudice of a private 
Perſon, but of a whole Nation; it is then neceſſa- 
ry they ſhou'd be explain'd, and the true Extent; 


of them fix'd and determin'd. 5 
* France and Sweden, ui —— — 
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tion of a Nero to tyrannize, and ſport himſelf with 
the Miſery of his Inferiors; the Luſt and Ambi- 
tion of thoſe about him, who hope for great 
Things by humouring and encouraging this 
Temper ; the Deſigns of all who can raiſe them- 
ſelves by being Inſtruments of Cruelty ; theſe 
are all ſooth'd and flatter'd by the Principles of 
Abſolute Submiſſion and Non-Reſiſtance. Our 
Inferiors believe they muſt in no Caſe refiſt, therefore 
we may ſafely att our Part, is an Argument which 
humane Nature, cloath'd with Power, will fre- 
quently yield to; whereas the Allowance of Re- 
ſiſtance in extream Caſes, is a great Means of 
putting a Stop to ſuch Exorbitance, and ſuch De- 


ſigns. This is not meer Speculation ; for we 


have had an Inſtance in our own Nation, of a 


Prince unhappily ſooth*d by the Doctrine of Non- 


Reſiſtance, and MAatter'd into open Attempts up- 
on our Liberties ; when perhaps, if the contrary 
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Oaths and Promiſes, and happy in the Obedience 
of a willing People. This appears pretty proba- 
ble from what the Biſhop of Sarum ſays of his 
Converſation with that Prince: * He tells us, 
that he took the Freedom to tell him, when 
Duke of Tork, that it was impoſſible for him to 
reign in quiet in this Nation, being of the Romiſb 
Religion; to which he anſwer' d very quick, Does 


not the Church of England maintain the Doctrine of 1 
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reſcu'd from the Miſery theſe Notions were like Wl 'Y 
to bring on us; yet there are two! Nations in 


the World whoſe Conſtitutions were once as hap- 
py as our own, but by the Aſſiſtance of Abſolute 
Paſſive Obedience, are now the Scenes of Rapine, 
Perſecution and Oppreſſion: - Theſe People en- 
joy'd the Benefits of the, Proteſtant Religion, and 
had it ſecur'd to them; were poſſeſs d of great 
Privileges, and a perfect Liberty; they had Tri- 
ennial Parliaments, and Kings governing accord» 
ing to Law: They may ſay to us, what St. Paul 


 wiſh'd of Agrippa, and the reſt that heard him, 


they were almoſt altogether ſuch as we are, and had 
remain'd ſo to this Day, had it not been for theſe 
Bonds of Abſolute Paſſive Obedience and Non-Re= 
fiſtance : So that without diſputing with a certain 
great Lawyer, f Whether the admitting a Caſe 
wherein Reſiſtance may be lawful, wou'd devour ali 
Allegiance ; tis evident beyond Contradiction, 
that this general Paſſzve Doctrine has devour d all 
theſe Peoples Happineſs. And what Reaſon'can be 
given, why that Doctrine that has already ruin'd: 
two Kingdoms, is not able to ruin the third; eſs 
pecially when thoſe that miſcarry'd in their At- 
tempts before, can ſee. now by the Succeſs of the 
other two, where the Miſmanagement lay that 
hinder'd them from the ſame Succeſs. _ -* 20} 

Nov tho the general Precepts of Scripture! 
may be well enough let alone, while no groſs 
Abuſes are put upon them; yet when they are 


abus d, and this not to the Prejudice of a private 


Perſon, but of a whole Nation; it is then neceſſa- 
ry they ſhou'd be explain'd, and the true Extent; 
of them fix d and determin'd. 3 39 1 
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216 4 To all which I ſhall only add in the laſt 
Place, that it ſeems to be a much fairer Way, to 
own that we do not think our ſelves bound to 
any abſoluse Submiſſion, than to declare for it, 
and act againſt it. I make no doubt but the 
Obſervation is true enough, that thoſe Men, at 
leaſt many of em, who talk very loud for Paſſive 
Obedience, will be as unwilling to practice it as 


their Neighbours, who do not think themſelves 


under any ſuch Obligation. This is a Doctrine 
that will undoubtedly jade it ſelf when it comes 
to be us d; when moſt People talk of Paſſive 


Obedience and quiet Sufferings, they never mean 


their oπn tis a Duty only for others, for when 
it comes to themſelves, they cannot endure to 
practice upon what they have taught. They bind 
heavy Burdens, and grievous to be born, and lay em 


upon other Mens Shoulders, but themſelves will not 


move ent with one of their Fingers. People can re- 
member enough of this Zypocriſy. The Men that 
gave the late K. James a Right to diſpence with 
all the Laws, to mould Charters anew, to have 
an Army under his Command in the Bowels of 
the Kingdom, and to be accountable to none 
but God; yet theſe thought his breaking the 
Laws of a College, worthy an Invitation to a 
foreign Prince; and we have known Men of the 

ſame Stamp fince, who notwithſtanding their 
Declarations for Abſolute Non-Refiftance, only up- 


on Account of a few People's being put out of 


Place, told their Prince to her Face, * That Na- 
ture was apt to rebel againſt Principle. Tis cer- 


tainly much better to declare for Reſiſtance, in 


order to ſave the Conſtitution, than thus to in- 
ſult the Government againſt their Principles and 


nnn 9 9 


* Memorial of the Church of England. 


oT i) 7 Conſciences 


v 00m 


2 


cd At A 


'O 


— 
25 — 


r v ne. CD. . ih: a 


a * 9 n 4 * 9 
* 8 9 


Conſciences upon xo Pretence whatſoever, Let the 


Impartial judge which are the honeſteſt Men, they 
who tell you that upon a juſt Occaſion they will 
reſiſt, and make it a Principle to do ſo ; or they 
whoever expreſs themſelves as if they thought it 
unlawful to reſiſt in any Caſe, and yet reſerve a 
Caſe in their Minds wherein they do not only 


allow it to be lawful, but have actually reſiſted, 
and will not fail of doing it again? 


All that can be objected againſt this, is the ill 
Uſe ſome may poſſibly make of it, if it be com- 
monly declar'd, that Princes may in ſome Caſes 
be reſiſted ; it is ſaid it will diſpoſe People of 
turbulent Spirits to oppoſe even the beſt Gover- 
nours, and every one that imagins he is oppreſs d, 
will think he has a Right to redreſs his Grievance 
by Reſiſtance. This is the greateſt Objection 
that moſt People have againſt this Doctrine, and 
it has been wonderfully improv'd by thoſe whoſe 


gntereſt it is to keep Matters in the dark: It is 
= really worthy of Obſervation, to ſee how ftrange- 


ly fond ſome Men are of this Topick ; - what 
Pains they take to dreſs it up in all the fantaſtick 
Poſtures which Levity, Villany, or the Want of 
Senſe (for one of theſe it muſt be) can furniſh 
them with: One while they tell us, if it be law- 
ful to reſiſt a Prince attempting to deſtroy the na- 
tional Conſtitution and Happineſs ; no. Prince, 
how righteous and beneficial ſoever his Admini- 
{tration be, can be ſafe and ſecure; another, 
that by this Doctrine, Subjects may defend them- 
ſelves by Reſiſtance upon the moſt zrifling Occaſi- 
ons: In a Word, that all the Treaſons, Sediti- 
ons and Rebellions in the World, have been ow- 
ing to this Principle; particularly the Great Re- 
bellion, that ended in the Murder of the beſt of 
Men and Princes. It = be confels'd * 


of this Proweſs of Argument, it is hard contend- 
ing: But yet ſo long as there remains a Difference 
between a juſt Reaſon and no Reaſon ; between 
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being govern d by a Rule, and acting expreſly 
againſt it; there can be no great Matter in this 
terrible Objection: I will therefore as briefly as 


I can, examine it; tho' we might reaſonably 


eſteem our ſelves no farther concern'd to clear our 
ſelves of theſe Charges, than to tell them, tis not 


Reſiſtance in Caſe of Private Injuries that we aſſert ; 


but in this Caſe, and no other; that is, Then Go- 
vernours act contrary to the End of their Inſtitution, 
and invade the Rights of their Subjects, and attempt 
the Ruin of that Society over which they are plac'd : 
And if they can't ſee the Difference between theſe 


two Caſes the more is the Pity. But to confider | 


this Matter a little more particularly. 

1. It is not likely that the Deſigns of Men who 
ſhou'd endeavour to diſturb the Government, and 
engage Subjects to Reſiſtance under a righteous 
Adminiſtration, ſhould take any Effect, or work 
any Thing but their own Deſtruction. For the 


Happineſs of good Governours, and the Bleſſings 


of publick Juſtice and Liberty, do ſo ſenſibly at- 
fe& Subjects, and are ſo univerſally felt, that the 
generality of a Nation muſt needs know when 
. enjoy them, and when they enjoy them not; 
an 


muſt needs love their own Happineſs too well 


to deſtroy and ruin it, by oppoſing thoſe from 
whom they know it is deriv'd to them : It is not 
with the Majority of a People, as it is with ſome 
particular Men of deſperate Fortunes and ungo- 
vernable Tempers; it is an eaſy Matter to them 
to threaten Reſiſtance to the beſt of Govern- 
ments, and the moſt juſt Adminiſtration of At- 
fairs: But they wou'd with all their Endeavours, 


find it a hard and impoſſible Point to raiſe the 
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Minds of any Number of Men to their own 
Pitch ; who have Families to maintain, and Bu- 
ſineſs to manage, and honeſt Deſigns carrying 
forward, and feel in their own Concerns the 
Influence and Blefling of a good Adminiſtration : 
And to ſhew that ſuch Men are not moyed by 
any ſuch Principles as are here contended tor, it 
is manifeſt from Experience, that they have no 
need of any; and that there has not been the 


leaſt Shadow of Reſiſtance offer d to the Govern- 


ment, ſince Her Majeſty's Acceſſion to the 
Crown, but from thoſe who diſoun all Principles 


of Reſiſtance, and pretend to embrace the con- 


trary. So that we need not decline the owning 
this Doctrine, upon any Apprehenſion of its en- 


dangering the Security of a juſt and good Go- 


vernment ; for there is not the leaſt Danger of 


any one's being influenc'd by it, to reſſt under a 
EZ righteous Adminiſtration. | 


2. But ſuppoſe ſome ſhou'd apply this Doctrine, 


> which only concerns the worſt, to the beſt of Prin- 
ces; and oppoſe good Governours, under Pre- 
| tence that it is lawful to oppoſe Tyrants and 

Oppreſſors; this cannot be a ſufficient Reaſon 
Z againſt our owning and avowing it: An ill Uſe 
may be made of the greateſt and moſt important 


Truths in the World, which nevertheleſs muſt be 
aſſerted and vindicated. There are Caſes in 


= which the greateſt Patrons of Non-Refiſtance do 


expreſly allow, that it is not only lawful, but 
neceſſary in Point of Conſcience, for Subjects to 


with-hold all a#ive Obedience, and all Aſſiſtance 


from their Governours. Now it is eaſy upon 
this to cry out, No Governours can bear ſuch 


Doctrine; no Government can be ſecure if this 


© be taught, for Subjects may miſtake in this 


„ Point; and here is a Foundation lay'd for a 
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of this Proweſs of Argument, it is hard contend- 
ing: But yet ſo long as there remains a Difference 
between a juſt Reaſon and no Reaſon ; between 
being govern d by a Rule, and acting expreſſy 
againſt it; there can be no great Matter in this 
terrible Objection: I will therefore as briefly as 

I can, examine it; tho' we might reaſonabl 
eſteem our ſelves no farther concern'd to clear our. 
ſelves of theſe Charges, than to tell them, tis not 
Reſiſtance in Caſe of Private Injuries that we aſſert; ® 
but in this Caſe, and no other; that is, Wheu Go= 
vernours act contrary to the End of their Inſtitution, 
and invade the Rights of their Subjefts, and attempt 
the Ruin of that Society over which they are plac'd : 
And if they can't ſee the Difference between theſe 
two Caſes the more is the Pity. But to conſider 

this Matter a little more particularly. 

1. It is not likely that the Deſigns of Men who 
ſhou'd endeavour to diſturb the Government, and 
engage Subjects to Reſiſtance under a righteous 
Adminiſtration; ſhould take any Effect, or work 
any Thing but their own Deſtruction. For the | 
Happineſs of good Governours, and the Bleſſings 
of publick Juſtice and Liberty, do ſo ſenſibly at- 
fect Subjects, and are ſo univerſally felt, that the 
generality of a Nation muſt needs know when 
they enjoy them, and when they enjoy them not; 
js mult needs love their own Happineſs too well 
to deſtroy and ruin it, by oppoſing thoſe from 
whom they know it 1s deriv'd to them : It is not 
with the Majority of a People, as it is with ſome 
particular Men of deſperate Fortunes and ungo- 
vernable Tempers; it is an eaſy Matter to them 
to threaten Reſiſtance to the beſt of Govern- 
ments, and the moſt juſt Adminiſtration of At- 
fairs: But they wou'd with all their Endeavours, 


find it a hard and impoſſible Point to raiſe the 
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Minds of any Number of Men to their own. 


Pitch ; who have Families to maintain, and Bu- 


ſineſs to manage, and honeſt Deſigns carrying 


forward, and feel in their own Concerns the 
Influence and Bleſſing of a good Adminiſtration : 
And to ſhew that ſuch Men are not moyed by 
any ſuch Principles as are here contended for, it 
is manifeſt from Experience, that they have no 


1 need of any; and that there has not been the 
leaſt Shadow of Reſiſtance offer d to the Govern-- 


ment, ſince Her Majeſty's Acceſſion to the 
Crown, but from thoſe who diſoun all Principles 
of Reſiſtance, and pretend to embrace the con- 
trary. So that we need not decline the owning 
this Doctrine, upon any Apprehenſion of its en- 
dangering the Security of a juſt and good Go- 
vernment; for there is not the leaſt Danger of 
any one's being influenc'd by it, to reſſt under a 
righteous Adminiſtration. 

2. But ſuppoſe ſome ſhou'd apply this Doctrine, 


= which only concerns the worſt, to the beſt of Prin- 
= ces; and oppoſe good Governours, under Pre- 


© rence that it is lawful to oppoſe Tyrants and 


Oppreſſors; this cannot be a ſufficient Reaſon 


Z againſt our owning and avowing it: An ill Uſe 
may be made of the greateſt and moſt important 
Truths in the World, which nevertheleſs muſt be 
| aſſerted and vindicated. There are Caſes in 
which the greateſt Patrons of Non-Refiſtance do 


2 expreſly allow, that it is not only lawful, but 


neceſſary in Point of Conſcience, for Subjects to 


2 with-hold all active Obedience, and all Aſſiſtance 


this to cry out, No. Governours can bear 


from their Governours. Now it is eaſy _ 

uch 
Doctrine; no Government can be ſecure if this 
© be taught, for Subjects may miſtake in this 


„Point; and here is a Foundation lay'd for a 
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© univerſal Defe&ion from a Prince, and for the 
« denying that Aſſiſtance, without which his Go- 
© yernment will be but a Shadow and a Name. 
This is the ill Uſe People may make of this Con- 
ceſſion, and yet no Body is ſo abſurd as to think 
it reaſonable to deny the Lawfulneſs of Subje&s 
with-holding their active Obedience and Af- 
ſiſtance from their Prince, in many Caſes, be- 
cauſe many may poſſibly miſtake thro* Ignorance, 
and many pretend to exempt themſelves thro' a 
Perverſneſs of Temper : No, they ſay, this is 
true, notwithſtanding this Inconvenience ; and it 
ſeems full as reaſonable to allow the Lawfulneſs 
of Reſiſtance in the Caſe that has been ſtated, 
notwithitanding ſome may poſſibly miſtake the 
Caſe, and miſapply the Do&rine. Again (to 
give but one Inſtance more) it is certainly true, 
and taught without Scruple by all our Divines, 
that Separation from a Church which impoſeth 
finful Terms of Communion, 1s lawful and Praiſe- 
worthy; and yet it is an eaſy Matter to cry out 
upon this, That no Church is ſafe if this Do- 
s &rine be taught, that it juſtifies all Separations; 
for when any one hath a Fancy to ſeparate, it 
is but pretending that ſomewhat unlawful is 
required, which they themſelves are Judges of, 
and ſo we are laid open to perpetual Schiſms and 
Diviſions. And yet notwithſtanding this, it 
is not thought neceſſary to conceal our Opinion of 
the Lawfulneſs of Separation in ſuch a Caſe : We 
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have other Ways of dealing with thoſe who, un- 


der Pretence of this Principle, ſeparate from a 


Church that does not make any ſinful Terms | 


neceſſary in order to Communion with it. 


3. Let it in the laſt Place be conſider'd, That 
thoſe who affirm the Lawfulneſs of Reſiſtance, in 


order to preſerve the Publick Happineſs, and to 
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fave the 3 from Ruin, do with equal 
Freedom and Zeal declare agaifiſt Reſiſtance _—_ 
any other Account. They do not fail to declare 
the Unlawfulneſs of Reſiſtance upon Account of 
fingle Inſtances of Miſ-management, and for the 
Redreſs of private Grievances ; and to denounce 
the Wrath of God againſt all ſuch as reſiſt and op- 
poſe Majeſtrates in the due Execution of their 
Office. *Tis therefore moſt unggaſonable fot 
Men to decline owning this Principle, upon an 
Apprehenfion that it will be bronght to juſtify 
Reſiſtance in other Caſes ; for tho' it does war- 
rant the oppoſing Governonrs, when they illegally 
and unjuſtly oppreſs their Subjects, and attempt 
their Deſtruction; yet it gives no Countenance, 
nay it condemns as much as any other Principle 
whatſoever, all unreaſonable and groundleſs Op- 


_ poſition to Magiſtrates; tho it juſtifieth the late 


Revolution, which was in oppoſition to a Prince 
acting contrary to the Laws, and the End of his 


> Inſtitution; it does as much condemn all Op- 


poſition to Princes, promoting the Happineſs” of 
their People, and adminiſtring their Government 
according to the Laws. 

T inſiſt a little the longer upon this, in order 
to take off a Prejudice ſome may have conceiv d 
againſt openly owning the Lawfulneſs of Reſi- 
ſtance in Caſe of extream Neceſſity; on Account 
of the ill Uſe, they think, was made of it in the 
Reign of the Royal Martyr King Charles T. They 
imagine the Civil War took its Riſe from this 
Principle, and therefore ought not to receive any 
Encouragement. | 


But by my Lord Clarendon's Account of the 
Matter, it is very plain, That no Body dreamt 


of a War, nor had any Principles leading to it, 


* when it firſt broke out; but there was an un- 
happy 
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© happy Train of Accidents that hindred Matters 


© from being brought to a Settlement, even when 
© the King was granting all they could deſire. 


© Stories were carryed, by Perſons about both 


© the King and Queen, of Words let fall, that 
© made them conclude, there were till ill Deſigns 
on foot againſt the Laws that were then paſs d: 
© But that which brought all to a Criſis, was the 
© Diſcovery of a Negociation to engage the Ar- 
© my to declare againſt the Parliament. * Beſides 
that there was a Conjunction of other unhappy 
Cauſes to bring about the Evils of that Day, 
which are ſo well known that I ſhall not need to 
mention them. 


It is certain, that if any of his moſt violent 


Enemies acted upon this Principle only, the 
Blame cannot be laid upon that, but upon the 


imagine it wou'd juſtify all their unreaſonable 
Proceedings. Nothing can be plainer, than that 
Reſiſtance, in the Caſe we contend for it, is ſo 
far from excuſing, much leſs juſtifying the cruel 
Deed of beheading King Charles, and deſtroying 
our Conſtitution in Church and State, that on 
the contrary it does abſolutely condemn it. For 
certainly no Body will pretend, that it was for the 
publick Security and Happineſs, to take off the King 
and deſtroy the excellent Conſtitution of our Go- 
vernment; to be averſe to thoſe Accommodations 
which might have happily prevented many follow- 
ing Evils; to act without Authority from God or 
Man; and to bring the Nation under a more Ar- 
bitrary Power than was ſo much as pretended be- 
fore. Thefe Things can never be prov'd to have 
been conſiſtent with the publick good of theſe 
Nations; and therefore are ſo far [ce receiving 
any Juſtification from the Principle of Reſiſtance, 


for 


Men who were ſo weak, or ſo paſſionate as to 


7 2 
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. 
for ſecuring the publick Happineſs, that on the 
contrary, they are abſolutely diſallow'd and con- 
demn'd by it. So that if thoſe wicked Men did 

encourage themſelves in their Villanies, upon 
Notions of the Lawfulneſs of Reſiſtance in ſuch 

Caſes, and for ſuch Ends as the Principle we con- 

tend for does flatly condemn, it is evident that is 

not concern'd in the Caſe ; it was not indeed that 
vhich encourag'd them, but another of their own 

7 framing ; and therefore it can be no Argument 


.Z againſt our owning. theſe Principles, that ſome 


have abus d them to very bad Purpoſes; this is 
nothing but what the beſt Things are liable to: 
Some of the moſt important Articles of our 
= Chriſtian Faith have, by ſome Men, been fo far 
Z miſtaken and miſunderſtood, as to be made an 
Z Encouragement to them to continue in their Sins, 
tho they were deſign'd, and do in Truth tend 
in their Natures, to quite another Purpoſe. 

But tis ſometimes ask d, what need there is 
of preaching the Doctrine of Reſiſtance in a Reign, 
= which gives not the leaſt Occaſion for the Pra- 
= &ice of it? Now one wou'd think the Argument 
is ſtronger the other way; for when can there be 
Za Time more proper to ſettle juſt Notions of 
2 Submiſſion, than when there is no Danger of their 
being miſapplyd? As for our ſelves, who live 
= under the canons of the beſt of Princes, if 
our Kings were as arbitrary as any in the Eaſt, 
our Rights, Liberties and Properties, and what- 
ever is dear and valuable to us, wou'd be as ſafe, 
as to any Danger from Hzr, if they depended 
intirely upon her Majeſty's gracious Mil, as they 


are now they are ſecur d by our Laws: But tho' 
ve are ſo happy at preſent, yet who can anſwer 
for Futurity ? There may hereafter ariſe up ſuch 
another Pharoah as knew not Joſeph : And if a 
= — _ 


F. 
5 


good Prince be complimented with more Power 
than belongs to him by the Conſtitution, who 
ſhall be able to with-hold it from a bad one? If 
awe tell a good Prince he has it from God, a bad 
one will tell himſelf as much, and become his own 
Flatterer. However, Princes have no need of 
being courted to become the Tyrants and Op- 
preſſors of their People. Power is an intoxicating 
Thing, and betrays Men to do ſuch Things, as 
they wou' d before have abhor'd at their Hearts; 
and the Exorbitance of it, is the Prize they are 
too often aiming at and contending for, and the 
Thing that ſeems to pleaſe them more than the 
true Luſtre of the Crown, which they conſtantly i 
wear with Innocence and Juſtice : And there are 
always a Sort of Men that are very ready to 
forward the cruel and ambitious Aims of Princes, 
and even glad to help to offer up the Liberties of 
their Country to the Will and Pleaſure of their 
Kings. a „ 
This, I hope, is ſufficient to ſhew the Reaſon- 
ableneſs and Expedience of their declaring their 
Minds freely in this Point of Refiſtance, who are 
convinc'd of the Lawfulneſs thereof, in order to 
ſave our Conſtitution from Ruin. : 3 
F. II. I am to ſhew in the next Place, That 
the inſiſting upon, and exalting an Hereditary 
Right to the Crown, as better than, and to the 
Neglect of the Legal and Parliamentary Right, 
is much to the Prejudice of the preſent Eſtabliſh- | 
ment and the Proteſtant Succeſſion. So far both 
Parties are agreed, That her preſent Majeſty 
hath a Right by Lineal Deſcent, as well as Act 
of Parliament; for there are none of thoſe with 
whom we are now concern'd, that acknowledge 
the Legitimacy of the Pretender: And yet none 


can deny that even her Majeſty's Right is no 3 
| little 


9 

little ſupported by the Acts of Settlement, as it 
cou'd never have exerted it ſelf at all without the 
Revolution. I am not willing to ſtrain Things, 
or to ſay more than there is juſt Ground for; Thus 
much ſeems ſo plain, that none fcarce can be ſs 
abſurd as to deny it, that without our Revolution 
we had never had our gracious Queen, which if 
there were nothing elſe to recommend it, gives 


it a juſt Right to be call'd a Glorious and Happy 
XZ Revolution; and ſhou'd make thoſe who pretend 
ſo much Loyalty to her Majeſty, be a little more 
careful how they traduce and vilify it: And yet 


J hope to make it appear, before I have done, 
that it was not more Beneficial in its Conſequences, 
than Juſt and Honourable in the Means by which 
it was effected. | 371 £5730 2m 
At preſent I have only to conſider, whether it 
be more for the Security of the preſent happy 
Eſtabliſhment, to rely and inſiſt upon the Heredi- 


tar) Right, or the contrary. Thoſe call'd Lou 


© Charchmen, do prefer the Parliamentary Right to 


= any other, as being infinitely more for the Secu- 
= rity of her Majeſty, as well as the Proteſtant Suc- 
= ceſfion. I can't any way repreſent their Reaſons 
for this, with ſo much Clearneſs and Conviction; 
as by tranſcribing a Paſſage from a Sermon * of 

my Lord Biſhop of Sarum's. Speaking of this 


Matter, he ſays, © Some would now ſet aſide the 
© legal Title of Laws and Rights ariſing from 


Acts of Parliament, and have Recourſe to an 


© Hereditary One; in which, how much ſoever I 
may agree with them as to a certain ſeeret 


in that Matter, fo it is ſt ill in its {elf doubtful 


1 C 
Fact, yet as no Deciſion has ever been made 
= . 

[4 


and the legal State of it lies another Way: But 
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and indiſputable, have ſhew'd no ſmall Cun- 


ning in impoſing upon weak People, with a 


ſhew of the Reſpect that ſeems to be in this, 
and ſo ſtudy to make them depart from own- 
ing the Title that is certain; fince there is an 
expreſs Law, paſsd an hundred and forty 
Years ago, never attempted to be repeal'd, | 
that aſſerts the Parliamentary Power of limi- 
ting the Succeſſion of the Crown: Now if all 
this is ſet aſide, and a Right is only afferted | 
that depends upon a Fact, that in its Nature 
is, and muſt be for ever ſecret, where at leaſt | 
the Shews of Proof lie on the other Side, againſt | 
Preſumptions that I acknowledge are ver 
ſtrong ones, but yet are no more than Preſump- 
tions; it is very viſible what a Point is yielded 
up to our Enemies by this Way of Proceeding: 
And there is Reaſon enough to think that thoſe | 
who do now ſet this on, may have a Time in 
their View and Hopes, in which they may 
turn it againſt thoſe, who are now unhappily 
inveigled by them to advance this; and that 
then the Aſſertors of Hereditary Right, will be 
calld on from their own Conceſſions, to wor- 
ſhip the Idol that they may ſet up, if God for 


' thoſe who intend to ſubvert a Title that is ſure 


our other Sins, is ever provok d to deliver us 


over into the Hands of our Enemies: All Inſi- 
nuations of that Sort give a deep Wound to | 
that, which yet is aſſerted now by many in the 
ſame Breath, concerning the Proteſtant Succeſſi= i 
on: Thoſe who ſet this Matter on, and draw ij 
unthinking People into it, know well enough ii 
that theſe will be thought but Words of Form, 
ſince if the Notion of the Sacredneſs of Heredi- 
tary Right once take Place, the other muſt in 


The 


5 51:7 9p 
1 
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The Hazard this Way of Proceeding puts the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion and her Majeſty's Title to, 
Lis ſo finely repreſented by the moſt delicate Pen 
ef the Age, that I make no doubt of an Excuſe 
rom the Reader for placing it here. Tis in the 
roth Tatler, and may be found in the 4th Vo- 
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Mr. BICEERSTAP p, 1 

EY 7 is ſome Tears ago, ſince the Entail of the Eſtate 
our Family was altered, by paſſing a Fine in 
Favour of me ( who am now in Poſſeſſion of it) 
after ſome others deceaſed. The Heirs general, who 
1 ved beyond Sea, were excluded by this Settlement, 
nd the whole Eſtate is to paſs in a new Channel, af 


er me and my Heirs : But ſeveral Tennants of- the 


Lordſhip, perſwade me to let them hereafter hold the 
Lands of me, according to the old Cuſtoms of the Ba- 
ny, and not oblige them to act by the Limitations of 
ide laſt Settlement. This they ſay will make me 
ore popular among the Dependants, and the ancient 
#Faſals of the Eſtate, to whom any Deviation from 


Ve Line of Succeſſion is always invidious. 
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O U have 


by the Fine a plain Right, in which 
4 none of the Family can be your Competitor; 
or which Reaſon, by all means demand Vaſſalage up- 
In that Title. The contrary Advice can be given for 
Wo other Purpoſe in Nature, but to betray you, and 
favour other Pretenders, by making you place a Right 
hich is in you only, upon a Level with a Right 
hich you have in common with others. © 
| I am, Go. 
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who are ſtill looking back to that Line from | 


that indeed they join'd very heartily for the 9 


( 28) 
© There is nothing ſo dangerous, or ſo plea- 
ſi ing, as Compliments mac" to us by onr Ene- 
mies; and my Correſpondent tells me, That 
though he knows ſeveral of thoſe who give 
him this Advice, were at firſt againſt paſſing 
the Fine in Favour of him; yet he is ſo touchd 
with their Homage to him, that he can hardly | 
believe they have a Mind to ſet it aſide, in or- 
< der to introduce the Heirs general into his 3 
« Eſtate. | 4 

I ſtall only defire it may be further conſider 4, 1 
that as there are a great Number in this Kingdom, 


725 


which our Laws, bleſſed be God, are departed; | 
ſo they can never bring their wicked and de- 0 
ſtructive Deſigns about, but by this Doctrine of 
Hereditary Right; which therefore they do with : 
much Zeal ſpread and propagate among us. Ir 3 
was this Sort of Men, that upon a Notion of the 17 
Sacredneſs of Hereditary Right, ſo violently op- 7 
pos'd the Excluſion of the then Duke of Dork; i F 
which if it had been done, we ſhou'd have had 
no need of the Revolution. In the firſt Steps of 89 


moſt Part; but quickly after let us ſee, they could 
uot do a good Mork without being ſorry for it. With 
their utmoſt Skill they N. King Williams 
filling the vacant Throne; but his Merit, and the 
nearneſs of the Danger, were too new to be re- 
ſiſted: But he was no ſooner ſeated,” but they ſet 
themſelves with all their might to embarras his 
Affairs, and make every thing heavy and difficult 
to him: Thoſe of em that ſubmitted to his Go-il 
vernment, did it generally on Account of his 
being in Poſſeſſion; tho' they did not believe he. 
had any Right, The Settling the Snucceſſion was 
Ts evidently for 55 Security of our Religion andi 

he Liberties] | 


629 
Liberties, that i it was puſt'd i in their very Teeth: 
They ſet themſelves equally to oppoſe the Uni- 
on, by which the Succeſſion was ſecur'd in Scot- 
land. When his late Majeſty died, a great Num- 
ber of thoſe who before refus d the Oaths, came 
in and took them; not, I doubt, that they were 
better Friends to the Government than before, 
but that they might be enabled to carry on their 
Cauſe with more Succeſs. It ſeems too true an 
XZ Obſervation, that in this and the laſt Reign 
thoſe who took the Oaths, were the moſt 
troubleſome Enemies to the Government, and 
the faſteſt Friends to King James, and the Pre- 
tender, It is theſe Men, that on all Occaſions, 
have appear'd againſt every thing that has tend- 
ed to the Advantage and Security of the Go- 
vernment. Since the King's Death, (at which 
they very Inſolently and Anhumaniy rejoyced) 
they have made no Scruple of calling him an 
Usuzp ER, and treating his Memory with the 
utmoſt Indignity and Contempt. And as for 
2 her Majeſty, they tell all the World ſhe does well 
7 to keep the Crown till ſhe can deliver it up to 
the Righteous Heir. They have reviv'd Unlimited 
Paſſive Obedience to blacken the Revolution, and 
Hereditary Right, to uudermine and deſtroy the 
Proteſtaut Succeſſion. Indeed for Two or Three 
Years paſt, ſome of theſe Men have pretended 
a mighty Zeal and Affection for the Houſe of 
Hanover; and to make amends for their having 
always oppos d that Illuſtrious Family; they 
are now for giving them more than ever their 
old Friends ever thought of, I mean an Here 
ditary Right. 

© I muſt confeſs. (t0 uſe the Mords of an Ingen? 
© ous Gentleman) I am one of thoſe who lay no 


mqpner of Streſs upon their Hereditary Right : 
TY cc Thas 


(39) 

© That is a Right no one ever talk'd of at*Zano- 
© vera few Years ago, but the Old Counteſs of 
< Bellamont the Pretender's Nurſe. If any body 
© has been there ſince to Compliment her Royal 
© Highneſs upon her Hereditary Right; I am very 
© apt to think that they found her Highneſs 
their humble Servant for that, as the witty Biſhop 
of Exeter {aid to Mr. Hoadly upon another Oc- 
caſion. But what Forehead muſt ſome People 
have, to pretend now that a Perſon has a Divine 
Hereditary Right, whom they. wou'd not ſo much 
as allow to be Naturaliz'd the other Day. I 
pray God to ſend her Royal Highneſs her Parlia- 
mentary Right when he thinks fitting ; and the 
© Pretender his Parliamentary Right too. But if 
theſe People give the Houſe of Hanover a Right 
they do not pretend to; (with what Views they 
do this is beſt known to themſelves, tho” they are 
pretty viſible too, to the reſt of the World) Yet 
many of their Faction allow them no Right at all. 
Leſly (a profeſs d Non-juror, and yet much careſs'd 
and admir'd by a vaſt number of the Clergy) tells 
us, among many other things of the like Nature, 
That Hereditary Right is a ſtubborn thing and won't 
bend fo I know not how many Atts of Parliament. 
Nothing is more common among the Party than 
ſpeaking with much Co/dneſs, and ſometimes Con- 
tempt of the Proteſtant Succeſſion. Some of em 
call the Houſe of Hanover the Unneceſſary Come- 
over ; while others are Curſing King William for 
ſuch a Legacy; and telling us Things will never 
go well till they are ſet right. But whatever 
theſe Men may imagine an univerſal Perjury in 
falſifying the Oath of Abjuration; and a Popiſh 
Pretender ruling, I ſhou'd ſay, Inſlaving theſe Na- 
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tions, will ſcarce be thought, by any but them 
ſelves, a means of ſetting Things right or pro- 
curing of publick Happineſs and Proſperity. 


I make no doubt indeed, but that ſuch ſhock- 
ing things as theſe come fom the worſt, or at 


| leaſt from the moſt imprudent Men among them. 


But they all agree in this, that in Hereditary 
[7 Monarchies the Right unalienably deſcends to 
the next in Blood; and conſequently if the Pre- 
1 ender be Legitimate (as moſt of em chink he — 
it is in him even zow, but however can 
bly ever be in the Houſe of Hanover, And al 
any now who do indeed love the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, and the Proteftant Succeſſion, contribute to 
the dreadful Miſchiefs the — aſide that Suc+ 
4 ceſſion, muſt bring on us, a Fi g into the 
1 otion of an Hereditary Right ? plain our 
3 aus do not regard any ſuch Right. T he King 
and Parliament have always had and us'd a Power 
= ſettling, directing and binding the Deſcent 
1 the Crown in the Royal Blood, different 
om the common Courſe of other Inheritances 


And have often prefer d the mediate Heir to the 


mediate, as lately the Queen was prefer d be- 
= ore the Pretender, without taking notice of his 
Illegitimacy; the Houſe of Hanover before the 
5 [ouſe of Savoy. And by the 13 Elia. which is 
in Subſtance reviv'd by the late Act of the Quan, 
it is made High Treaſon to deny, That this Power 
1 ein the Crown, and two Honſes of Parliament. 
What an occaſion therefore have we to make the 
Crown hang upon her Majeſty's Head, only by 
= Slipknot of Hereditary Right, when tis ſo hard 
f d on by Parliament! Eſpecially when by 
Aſſerting /t Right as the ouly Right, wie quire 
Heſtroy the Title of the Proteſtant Succeſſors; and 
P preſenting it as the {ef Right we do ex⸗ 
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tremely weaken it, ha ſerve thi Purpoſes. of our 
Enemies. I ſay no more on this Subject, be- 
cauſe it is fully handled. by many celebrated 
Pens; particularly by Mr. Steele in his CRISIS, 
which I hope every Man in Great Britain (that 
can read) has read before this time: And Mr. 
Aſgil's Anſwer to the Hereditary Right, &C. 
This is what I thought proper to offer to the 
Conſideration of chal Men among: us, who do 
allow the Lawfulneſs of Reſiſtance in ſuch a Caſe 
as the Revolution; but think it improper publick- | 
ly to own it ; and are heartily engag d in favour | 
of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and yetlay a mighty | 
Streſs upon Hereditary Right; and J hope it is 
ſufficient to convince them that it is very rea- 
ſonable, and for the Advantage of the preſent | 
happy Eſtabliſhment, to lay down the Doctrine 
bat Submiffion with ſome Limitations, and to 
—— upon the Parliamentary than Heredita- , 
Ight 7 
Tis there are another ſort of Men who differ © 1 
from theſe, as much as from the Low Church: 1 
Men themſelves. They are thoſe that deny the 


2 Nation to desen its <>. ee from che! 
Attempts of ſuch Governours as ſet chemſelyes|| 
to de roy. it. Of theſe Men there are tuo Sorts ;| 
for tho' they do agree in condemning all manner 
of Reſiſtance, yet they differ in the Conſequences 
they deduce from thence. Some of them con. 


en ee or Deſerting the Throne 
without any Reſiſtance offer'd by his Subjects: 
Bur others, as (with the former) they maintain 
the Unlawfulneſs of Reſiſtance in any Caſe what [| 
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ny ſoever, ſo alſo that at the Revolution, there was 
ted Re ſiſtance offer d to King James, and conſequent- 
SIS, was unlawful in all the Steps of it. 


that Againſt theſe Men therefore I ſhall undertake 
Mr. to maintain theſe zwo Things, viz. That the 
Revolution was brought about by, and founded 


the npon Refiſtance, and not upon any ſuch Abdica- 
| do ion as they contend for: And that juch Reſiſt- 
Caſe ice is juſtifyable by Scripture and Reaſon, and 
ick- very way agreeable to the Conſtitution of this 
„our Vovernment, and the Principles of the Church of 
ghty * gland. 1 

it is I. Now as to the firſt it ſeems the moſt ab- 
ſurd of any thing in nature to affirm that there 


rea- . 
vas no Reſiſtance at the Revolution, but that 


ſent N. 7 | 
rine King James did voluntarily Abdicate the Throne. 
| to As if he, good Man! was ſo tir d with the weight 


ta- df a Crown, that he was reſolv d to throw that 
Burden upon his Son- in-Law: For this is the 


liffer Renſe theſe Gentlemen wou'd put uponthe Word, 
rch<$ BDIcatION. But can any Man in his Wits 


„the believe, That, that unfortunate Prince was really 


zilling to relinquiſh three Flouriſhing Kingdoms, 


5 2 fvith a ſtanding Revenue of Two Millions a 

e Tear, to be a Penſioner to the French King, and 
eres cpend upon a Stranger's Courteſy for his Sub- 
örts; ſiſtence? And yet if his with drawing himſelf 
nner from the Government had been perfectly Volun- 
nces , and had not been preceded by a Courſe 
of Maleadminiſtration) it is the Opinion of very 
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con- 


but ood Judges, that by the Law of England, no 
ness, Advantage cou'd be taken of it, without a Sum- 
mons ſent after him to return in Forty Days, 
ects But the Caſe was quite otherwiſe. I dont mean 
ain hat at the Revolution there was any Deſign to 
hurt the King's Perſon; which by the Laws is In- 
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Meaſures, and Attempts upon our Conſtitution. 
were Reſiſted and Oppos'd, as he himſelf was alſo, 
in the Proſecution of them. If it were neceſſa- 
ry, I might prove this by the ſeveral Inſtances of 
Reſiſtance that were then offer'd to him; but 
that is ſo particularly done by others, and they 
are indeed ſo well known to all, that I ſhall o- 
mit it. Only I cannot paſs over the Conduct of 
ſuch of our Nobles and Gentlemen as invited 
over the Prince of Orange, and who acted in 
Concert with him when he came. One of the 
Chiet of theſe was the Earl (afterwards Duke) | 
of Devonſhire, who with divers of the Nobility} 
and Gentry rendezvouz'd at Nottingham, where | 
they ſubſcrib'd a Declaration, in which they thus 
expreſs'd themſelves: Me own it Rebellion to Re- 
fiſt a King that governs by Lau; but he was al- 
ways accounted a Tyrant that made his Will his Lau, 
and to RESIST ſuch a one we juſtly efteem no Rebel- 
lion, but a neceſſary Defence, &c. A few Days 
after this, the Princeſs of Denmark (now the 
Queen's Majeſty) the late Biſhop of London, with 
others of the firſt Rank, retired to Nottingham, 
and actually join'd thoſe Gentlemen, who de- 
clar d their Reſolution to Reſiſt in the moſt ex- 
preſs and formal Manner. 1 


But tis pretended that the Prince himſelf de- 
Cclar'd againſt any Reſiſtance: But this Conceit 
proceeds from a very great Miſrepreſentation of 4 
his Declaration. In that indeed he declar'd, That 
he came not to conquer and enſtave the Nation, 
as was ſuggeſted by his Enemies: Nor can it le 
imagin d (ſays his Highneſs) that thoſe who have 
invited us can join in a wicked Attempt of Conqueſt, 
to make void their own Lawful Titles to their Ho- 


"Ive the Hifory of Reſiſtance, &c. 


| 370 
rey I nourt, Eſtates and Intereſt. The plain meaning 
a, of which is only this; That his Deſign was nor 


eſſa- to make us Vaſſals to the Dutch, and divide the 


but entlemens Eſtates among his own Troopers, as 


iilliam, Sir- named the Conqueror had done. But 


5 of e higheſt Powers in the Nation, 1s as groundleſs 

ited x Fiction as any in the World. | 

d in The Truth on't is, tho the very word Refiſtunce 
the e not found in his Declaration; yet there be 

e) ther Expreſſions which do neceſlarily ſuppoſe 

ili nd infer it. In his firſt Declaration, dated Oc. 


Jo. having enumerated thoſe Grievances in 
thus WEhurch and State, which he came over to Re- 
Fe Freſs, he Invited and requir'd all Perſons whatſoever 
al- v come and Aſſiſt him, in order to the Executing 
Law, 3 's Defign AGAINST all ſuch as ſhould endea- 
ebel- hour to OPPOSE him. And tis impoſſible this 
Days gou'd be done without Re/ſting ſuch Oppoſers. 
a ſecond Declaration which diſclaims a Deſign 
of Conqueſt, his Highneſs thus expreſſes himſelf: 
ier we had printed our Declaration, We have un- 
erſtood that the Subverters of the Religion, and 
aus of theſe Kingdoms hearing of our Prepara- 


ons to ASSIST the People AGAINST 
de- em, have begun to Retract ſome of the Arbi- 
ncelt rary Powers that they had aſſum d. -—The 


is enſe of their Guilt, and a Diſtruſt of their 


E 3 | | Powers, 


e 
"Power, in relation to the Biſhop of London and 
Mazdalen Colledge : Theſe are the Subverters of 
whom the Prince ſpeFks ; and he declares to all 
the World, that he came to aſſiſt the People of 
England againſt them: But how cou'd this be done 
without refiſting thoſe Oppoſers ? If the Queens 
late General in Spain, ſhou'd have declar'd that 
he was ſent over by his Miſtreſs to aſſeſt the well- 
affected People againſt the Duke of Anjou and his 
Adherents; wou'd it not have been the ſame 
thing with declaring for Refiſtance againſt the ſai 1 
Duke? The ſame may be ſaid in Relation to the 
Prince of Orange. 7 
Add to this, that Mens Intentions may TY 4 
fully declar'd by their Actions as by their Words N 
When his Highneſs brought over an Army of 
14000 Men, this was a more full and ample Deb 
claration of his Defign to awe King "ogra inte 
a Compliance, than any Words that he was ca. 
pable of uſing: Beſides, there was Reſi lane 
actually made by his Troops at VMincanton and 
Reading, where ſeveral Men were kill'd and 
wounded: And when he came near London, the 1 
Dutch Guards march'd thro' St. James's Park wit 
lighted Match, and in a fighting Poſture, in or 3 
der to relieve the Poſts at J/hite-Hall, and wor 
have cut King James's Guards in Pieces, had the 
hot diſlodg'd, or loſt their own Lives in the AY | 
tempt. In one Word, If the Prince had declar 
againſt Reſiſtance to King James's Forces, a 
acted upon that Principle, he muſt have falle 
2 Sacrifice to his Reſentments without Remedy) 
and ſo muſt all thoſe who join'd him: It wou 
be but little Encouragement for any to liſt und 
his Banner, to tell them they muſt ſubmit to bY 
cut in Pieces without Reſiſtance : A Man muß 
firſt ſhake Hands with Humanity it 3 deaf 


Cz = 

ſuch a ſenſleſs Imagination can find any Harbour 
in his Boſom. And indeed what did the Prince 
of Orange come- here with an armed Force for, 
if there were any thing in this wild Conceit? 
Here were People enough to endeavour our Pre- 
ſervation by Prayers and Tears; there was no 
need of Him and 14000 Dutch-men to aſſiſt em 
with thoſe Arms. So that I ſuppoſe it pretty plain, 
that there was poſitive Reſiſtance us d at the Re- 
volution againſt King James; beth by the Prince 
of Orange, and thoſe who invited him over, or 
join'd him when he arriv'd 3 ſuch Refiſtauce as was 
accounted by King James, and wou'd really have 
been High Treaſon, if it had been offer d to a 
Prince governing by Law; and conſequently Refi 
ſtance was the Cauſe of the Abdication, rather than 
the Abdication (or as they underſtand the Word) 
= his withdrawing himſelf, the Cauſe of the PYacancy 

of the Throne, and the Revolution. 
It was indeed voted by the Convention, that 
EK. James had Abdicated the Government; but 
then they were not ſo mad as to underſtand by 
th. that only, his going away, (which as an ingenious 
E wit Man obſerves, was the beſt Thing that ever he 
in o did in his Life). For if his former Attempts upon 
wou the Liberties and Religion of his People, were 
d the nor ſufficient to juſtify the Meaſures they had 
taken to preſerve them; then it would follow un- 
avoidably, that all thoſe were Rebels and Tray- 
tors, who had invited, join'd, or were prepar d 
co join the Prince of Orange, before the roth of 
December, 1688. when our Deliverance was com- 
= plcated.. The Truth is, if his withdrawing him- 
elf had not come after a Courſe of illegal Go- 
= vernment, which excus'd the Subjects from their 
Allegiance ; the with-drawing upon the Appre- 
henſion of Danger to his Perſon (how i graund- 
: ed 
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2d ſoever thoſe Fears were) could no more be 
call d an Abdication, than King Charles II. going 
beyond Sea after Worceſter Fight: That could 
never have voided his Right, nor made the 
Throne vacant; but only becauſe it ſhewd a 
derermin'd Reſolution to perſiſt in that illegal 
Pretenſion to be above the Law, and to ſet it 
aſide as oft as it ſtood in his Way: And it was 
upon this Account, that the Convention voted 
K. James had abdicated the Government, as a 
pears from the Conferences on this Subject. And 
as the Word Abdicate was ſeldom made Uſe of be- 
fore that Time, and was firſt introduc'd by the 
Tower-Houſe, tis all the Reaſon in the World we | 
ſhould have recourſe to them to underſtand the 
meaning of it, and in what Senſe they took it. 
The Lords and Commons had ſeveral Conferen- 
ces about this very Word ; the Managers for the 
latter, were (among others) Mr. Sommers (ſince | 
Lord Sommers,) Sergeant Holt, and Sir George Tre- | 
by, all of them Men of Renown and Eminence 
upon the Account of their great Abilities, and 
Skill in their Profeſſion. But let us hear the In- 
terpretation which they had given, The Word 
£ Abdicate ſays the firſt of theſe great Men) ſig- 
© nifies entitely to renounce, throw off, diſclaim, 
< relinquiſh any thing, whether it be done by 
© Words, or in writing, or by doing ſuch Acts 
as are inconſiſtent with the holding or retain- 
© ing of the Thing; which the Commons take to 
© be the preſent Caſe. * Concluding his learned 
Oration in theſe Words, By avowing to govern 
© by a Deſpotick Power, unknown to the Conſti- 
«© tution, and inconſiſtent with it (K. James) hath 
© renounc'd to be a King according to the Law, 


Ws: Debate at large. Page 9. . 
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| C3927) 
ſuch a King as he ſwore to be at the Coronation, 
= © ſuch a King to whom the Allegiance of an 
Engliſb Subject is due; and hath fer up another 
Kind of Dominion, which is to all Intents an 
= < Abdication, or abandoning of his Royal Title, 
as fully as if it had been done by expreſs 
Words. 1 
To the ſame Purpoſe, the late Lord Chief 
Juſtice Holt deliver d himſelf, in that famous Con- 
Ference. If your Lordhips (ſays he) mean a 
voluntary expreſs Act, or formal Deed of Re- 
nunciation, i confeſs I know of none in this 
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.X Caſe. Your Lord/hips may pleaſe to obſerve, the 


Government and Magiſtracy is under a Truſts 
and an acting contrary to that Truſt, is a re- 
nouncing of 4 Truſt, tho' it be not a renoun- 
cing by formal Deed ; for it is a plain Decla- 
F ration by Act and Deed, tho not in Writing; 
that he who hath the Truſt, acting contrary 


is a Diſclaimer of the Truſt, This 1s ſe plain 


(says he) that I need only repeat it, and leave 
it, with your Lordſbips, that the doing an 4G; 
*# inconſiſtent with the Being and End of 2 
Thing, or that ſhall not anſwer the End of 
that Thing, but quite the contrary, that ſhail 
be conſtrued an Aldication, and formal Renun- 
ciation of that Thing. 1 | 

Sir George Treby (afterwards alſo Lord Chief 


1 | * Detaye at large, &c. Page 11. 4 Ibid. Page 23. 
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(40) 
Diſcovery may be by Writing; it may be 
by Words, it may be by Facts; Erotius him 
els, and all the Authors that treat of this Mat- 
ter, and the Nature of it, do agree, That if 
there be any Word or Action that doth ſuffici- 
ently manifeſt the Intention of the Mind and 
Will, to part with his Office, that will amount 
to an Abdication or Renouncing. 
© Now, my Lords, I beg leave to put this 
© Caſe, That had King James II. come here in- 
© to the Aſſembly of Lords and Commons, and 
© expreſs d himſelf in Writing, or Words to this 
© Purpoſe, I was born an Heir to the Crown of | 
© England, which is a Government limited by | 
© Laws made in full Parliament, by King, Nobles | 
© and Commonalty ; - and upon the Death of my | 
© laſt Predeceſſor I am in Poſſeſſion of the 
f Throne ; and now I find I can't make Laws 
* without the Conſent of the Lords and Repre- 
F ſentatives of the Commons in Parliament; I 
© cannot ſuſpend Laws that have been ſo made, by 
F without the Conſent of my People; this in- 
© deed is the Title of Kingſhip I hold by origi- 4 
© nal Contract, and the fundamental Conſtituti- 
© ons of the Government, and my Succeſſion to, 
© and Poſſeſſion of the Crown on theſe Terms, 
© is Part of that Contract; this Part of the Con- 1 
© tract I am weary of, I do renounce it, I will 
© not be obliged to obſerve it; nay, I am under 
© an invincible Obligation not to comply with 
© it; I will not execute the Laws that have been 
5 made, nor ſuffer others to be made, as my 
* People ſhall deſire for their Security in Religi- 
© on, Liberty and Property, which are the two 
main Parts of the Kingly Office in this Nation. 
© I ſay, ſuppoſe he had ſo expreſs'd himſelf, 
i * doubtleſs 85 had been 2 plain ee A 
that 
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F (41) 
* that Legal regular Title that came to him by 
bDeſcent: If Woo he by particular Acts, ſuch as 
are enumerated in the Vote, has declar'd as 
much or more than theſe Words can amount to, 
then he thereby declar'd his Will to renounce 
the Government: He hath by theſe Acts men- 
tion d, manifeſtly declar'd, that he will not 
FE govern according to the Laws made; nay, he 
cannot ſo do; for he is under a ſtri& Obliga- 
tion (yea, the ſtricteſt) and ſuperior to that of 
the original Contract between King and Peo- 
ple, to act contrary to the Laws, or to ſuſpend 
them. | 
By the Law he is to adminiſter Juſtice, and 
toexecute his Office according to the Tenor of 
= thoſe Laws; and the Coronation Oath obligeth 
him likewiſe to conſent to ſuch Laws as the 
People ſhall chooſe : But on the contrary, by 
that unfortunate Perſwaſion (in Point of Reli- 
gion) that he hath embraced, he js obliged to 
*E ſuſpend the Laws that defend the eſtabliſh'd 
Religion, and to treat it, as it has been (as we 
well know) called, as the Northern Hereſy ; and 
under Pain of Damnation to extirpate it: And 
in order to it, did ſet aſide and repeal all the 
legal Fences of it, without Conſent of Parlia- 
"XX ment. What the Endeavours and Practices of 
that kind have been in the late Reign, I ſup- 
XX poſe we are not now to be told of or inſtruct- 
ed in; and if (as is very plain) this doth a- 
mount to a manifeſt Declaration of his Will no 
longer to retain the Exerciſe of his Kingly Of- 
* fice, thus limited, thus reſtrained, then in 
common Senſe, as well as legal Acceptation, he 
has ſufficiently declar'd his Renouncing of the 


two 
8 9 very Office. As for his Departure aut of the 
19 off Kingdom, tis not Material whether it was 


< voluntary - 
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(42) 
voluntary, or involuntary ; but it is ſufficient 
that his Acting declares, quo animo, he went 
away, he no longer wou'd purſue what he de- 

« fign'd, and was 10 ſtrongly : bliged to the con- 
« trary by the Duty of his Office and Relation, 
© and the Obligation of the Original Contract, 
©as likewiſe his own Coronation Oath, and then 
© he deſires no longer to be here. 

_ © So that taking both theſe Things rogether | 
that he will not, nay, he cannot (as thus per- 
© ſuaded in point of eligion) Govern accord- | 
ing to Law; and thereupon hath withdrawn | 
© himſelf out of the Kingdom: It is a manifeſt | 
© Declaration of his expreſs Renouncing and | 

e parting with his Kingly Office: And therefore 1 
© cannot depart from the infiſting upon this Word 
© Abdicated, which doth ſo well correſpond to 
© the Fact of the Caſe, and ſo well expreſs the 
© true meaning ofthe Commons in their Vote. 

And afterwards he ſays, © It is becauſe the 
© King hath thus Violated the Conſtitution, by / 
25 « Which the Law ſtands both as the Rule of the 4 
© King's Government and the People's Obedience, 
that we ſay he hath Abdicated and Renounced the 
Government.“ ie 

This was the Interpretation given by the Com- 
Mons, and in this the Lord's acquieſced. And by 
this it is evident, that by King James's Abdica- 
tion the Parliament did not mean a voluntary Re- 
Tinquifhing, or willing Refignation of his Crown ; 
but his taking thoſe Courſes which were de- 
ſtructive of the very Ends of Government, and I 
inconſiſtent with the Truſt repos'd in him as ſu- 3 
preme Magiſtrate: And therefore we find in the 
Acts of Rights, Primo Gul. OA Mar. r. the : Caſe chu 1 
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ent i expreſs d: FHhereas, the 1 . King IA MES As 
rent Hd, by the Aſſiſtance. of divers. evil Councellors, 
de- ue and Miniſters employ d by, him, did endea- 
| our to Subvert and Extirpate the Proteſtant Reli- 


ion, ¶ ion, and the Laws and Liberties of this Kingdom: be 


act, Wl EWhich is there made out. by an Enumeration of 
hen 1 ſundry Particulars. And not long after there are 
f 1 ; theſe Words: And whereas the late King James 
ber E IId, hath Abdicated the Government, and. the 
be / D hrone is thereby Vacant, &C. 
ord- But I ſhall end this Argument, when I — 
awn $ C Poſerv 'd that even thoſe who have been moſt 
teſt W g ealous in putting this him into People's Heads, 
and pave been forc'd to give it up, and own there 
ore 1 Vas Reftance at the Revolution. Tho' the famous 
Vord PDoctorexpreſly affirm'd in his Sermon at St. Paul's, 
d ro that King William diſclaim'd the leaſt Imputa- 
the ion of Refiſi. ance at the Revolution ; yet, in his 
| Anſwer to the Articles of Impeachment, he ſays, 
the ge meant it only of ſuch a Refiſtance as tended to the 
Conqueſt of this Realm; and upon his Tryal, it was 
loved by his Council particularly, and in the 
Moſt expreſſive Terms, by the preſent Lord 
4 hancellor; that in Caſes of extream Neceſſity, 
In Exception was to be admitted in the general 


Com- Doctrine of Submiſſion, and that ſuch was the 
d by Caſe of the Revolution. By which they granted 
dica- n that the Doctor in his Sermon deny d, and al 
Re- that the Commons contended for; and as much as 
wn ; ny, who are run down with the Name of Low 
de- ME burch-Men ever aftirm'd. 


| was Reſiſtance at the Revolution; it is now neceſſa- 
Y that 1 ſhew, how reaſonable and juſtifyable 
5 uch Refiſtance is; and this I ſhall do, by ſhewing 


n the 
thus 


—— inn as brief a Manner as I can, that it is every 
ay agrecable to Scripture and Reaſon; to the 
2 Con- 
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Conſtitution of the Engiſh Government, and the 
Principles of the Church of England. 1 

But before I do this, it will be proper to lay 
down as plainly as may be, the Nature of that 
Reſiſtance the Lou Church Mien contend for, and 
upon what Occaſions it may be us d; and tho' I 
have done it already in a few Hints, yet I think 
it neceſſary to inſiſt more largely on this Point, 
becauſe of the perpetual Miſrepreſentation ſome 
Men make of the Caſe. They tell you that Revo- 
lution Principles will juſtify all the Rebellions in the 
World : But I ſhall make it appear, that as the 
Perſons who do defend the Revolution, do not 
intend to juſtify any Rebellions ; ſo there is no- 
thing in their Principles that gives the leaſt En- 
couragement to them. Revolution Principles can- 
not juſtify Reſiſtance, but when the Provocations 

iven by a Prince are ſuch as were then given by 
King James; and when there is the ſame Occa- 
fion for Reſiſtance, they think it ought to be con- 
duced by the ſame Keiiles ; no Injury ſhou'd be 
offer'd to the Perſon of a Prince by his Subjects, 


while they are reſiſting and oppoſing his illegal 
and arbitrary Meaſures and Miniſters. — 
But all that the Lou Church- men advance in this 
Point, may be better ſeen by laying down theſe |} 
de a 4 
1. The King acting according to his Power, 
not exceeding the Authority which Gop and the 
Laws have conferred on him, is no Way to be 
oppos d, either by any or all of his Subjects, but 
is to be obey d for Conſcience ſake. 
2. If the Will and Command of the King ex- 
ceed the Limits of the Law, yet for the avoiding 4 
of Scandal and Offence, it ought to be ſubmitted 
to, ſo it be not contrary to God's Law, nor 
bring with it ſuch an Evil to our ſelves and the 
1 ws i Publick, 
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Uaighting the Power, and is a Diſreſpe& to the 
and 


Perſon of the Magiſtrate : Therefore Chriſt, to 
ho' I avoid ſuch Offence, would pay Tribute, tho' he 
eine, it tells Peter he was free, and need not have done 
1 1 


ſome = 3. If he combed a T bing which the Ls 


gives him no Authority to command, and it be 


RevĩT- 
he ſuch as it would be very inconvenient to obey; 
s the Bl 
and Appeal muſt be made to the Lau for Re- 
s no- Areſs. 
can proceed in Courſes illegal, Subjects are then to 
tions make uſe of all proper Means to reduce him to a 
n by 
*Zxition to the Prince, Cc. 0 0 
con- 
d be he Fundamental Rights of his People, as muſt 
legal 1 erument, it will then be lawful for them to de- 
5 fend themſelves by Poſitive Reſiſtan t. 


n the 

not 
t En- 4. If he exceed the Limits: of the Lawj and 
N egal Government; ſuch as e to God, Fe- 
Jeca- Ft ö 
5. But if he proceed to ſuch Attempts upon 
end in the Deſtruction and Diſſolution of the Go= 
1 this 7 6. Yet here Care muſt be taken that no Vic 


hich by the Laus is ſacred and inviolable. 
7. But for Inſtruments of Oppreſſion of Publick 
iberty, it by having impos'd on, and abus'd the 
King's Mind, they either violently oppoſe coming 
to juſtice, or are protected by him in their ille- 
gal Courſes, the Nation may then aſſiſt by Arms 
to bring them by Force to a Tryal, and the Pu- 
4 1ſhment their Crimes deſerve : Or if ſuch In- 
itruments execute any of the illegal Commands 


itred 
nor 4 wot the Prince, and attempt without and againſt 
1 the aw, to deprive his Subjects of their Lives and 


1 5 f * 
4 1 t 
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ck, — Eſtates, 
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vublick, that we cannot by om to it 0 


we are not bound, makes an Appearance of 


in this Caſe, Obedience may lawfully be deny d; 


Wcnce be offer'd to the Perſon of the Prince, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Eſtates, and no other Means of Prevention but 
Force be left, undoubtedly it may be uſed: For 
the Meaſure of the King's Government being the 
Law, he cannot confer Authority to any beyond 
it; and ſo thoſe Agents, deriving no Authority 
from him, are meer Inſtruments of his Will, un- 
authoriz'd Perſons; and in their Aſſaults are 
Robbers and Cut-throats, and may be dealt 
with accordingly. $74 7 7 + Ml 
| If the Caſe be put, What if the Sovereign 
himſelf, in Perſon, be preſent with ſuch Inſtru- | 
ments, joining his Perſonal. Aſſiſtance in the Ex- 
ecution of his Commands ? This muſt needs be | 
a rare Caſe which can ſeldom happen; for bad | 
Princes are hardly ever known to ſtoop ſo low, as | 
to be the Executioners of their own Cruelty and | 
Violence; they generally reſerve themſelves for | 
a better Office. Yet ſuppoſing ſuch a Caſe, all 
Counſels and Courts muſt be taken, that no Vi- 
olence be offer d to his Perſon, and Profeſſion of ' 
none intended: But there is no Reaſon the Pre- 
fence of his Perſon ſhould priviledge ruining In- 
ſtruments from Suppreſſion, and give them an 
Immunity to ſpoil and deſtroy Subjects better 
than themſelves - - 
8. If a Prince ſhou'd ſucceed in his Attempts ſo 
far as to over-turn and deſtroy our Conſtitution, 3 
and refuſe to come to legal Remedies, this cer- 
tainly wou'd entirely cancel the Allegiance of the 
Subject, which was due to an Engliſh King, to a 
King governing by the known Laws, and not to a 
a Perſon taking on him to rule the People by 
meer Will and Pleaſure ; for in all Relations, 
where the Feundation is taken away, the Relation 
and the Obligations arifing out of it, are de- 
ſtroy'd ; and therefore the Rights of our Princes 
ariſing out of our Legiſlature, the ſetting 1 4 
= aſide 


i CF 
but N A aſide deſtroys the Foundation even of the Princes 


Y 
of; # 


For Authority, and ſo releaſes the Subject. Now this 
the was the very Caſe at the Revolution ; King James 
nd vas carry'd by Popiſh Councils to publiſh a Decla- 
rity ration, in which he aſſum d a Power of diſpen- 

un- ſing with the Laws; upon that he ſet afide a 
are great many, and acted in a publick Oppoſition. to 
ealt them and Contempt of them: One of theſe went 
Mo the Root of our Conſtitution : He put Judges, 
jen Sheriffs and Magiſtrates, who were under legal 
tru-Incapacities, into alf Employments ; all their Pro- 
Ex- freedings were ſo many Nullities: So the whole 
be j;uſtice and Government of the Land was broke 
bad into, and even the calling a legal Parliament to 
„as fedreſs all was impoſſible. Thus no Man knew 


and 
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hat he had, or what he could depend on; an 
for s one Declaration ſet aſide all Laws relating to 
11 KRcligion, ſo another upon the ſame Grounds, 
Vi-. and with the ſame Juſtice might have ſer aſide all | 
n of Laws relating to Liberty and Property. Theſe 
pre- Pere no Jealouſies and Fears, but what was open 
In- acted and avowed; and they were not Grie- 


1 an Fances from Miniſters and Judges only, but the 


-tter publick Actings of the Prince himſelf. It was 

Crime to complain, nor was any Redreſs to be 
rome at: This Subverſion of the Lau was the 
geſtroying that, upon which his own Authority 
Aid depend, and the Obligation of his Subjects to 
Pbedience and Submiſſion was founded. And 
whatever ſome Men imagine, this is no neu Do- 
Erine, but has been taught and practis d upon 
too, for many Ages. Bracton proves, that the 
King is under the Law, and onght to govern 
Dy Law, becauſe he is made King by the Law, and 
eceives his Power and Authority from the Law; 
nd then adds, He is no King, (i. e. no Engliſb 
Fing) whogovenns by Arbitrary Wil, and not by Law: 
1 | | And 


And this isevident as from the Oath of Allegiance, 
in which we ſwear to obey the King, Gc. ac- 
cording to Law, (from whence we are call'd his 
Leige People, and he our Leige Lord, that is, our 
lauful Lord) ſo alſo from the Coronation Oath, in 
which he ſwears to govern according to Law. 
Laws and Oaths in limited Governments, are 
Obligations upon King and People, and muſt be 
interpreted according to the Nature of the Go- 
vernment, ſo as to prove Fences for the Conſti- 
tution, and not Handles to overthrow it ; as the 
Coronation Oath, and Oath of Allegiance are, in 
effect, but ſwearing to the Conſtitution, in one 
to govern, and in the other to be govern'd ac-| 
cording to it: But if a Coronation Oath be a 
Tie upon a King only to Go p, and the Oath of 
Allegiance be extended to an abſolute Subjection, 
then both King and People ſwear againſt the 
Conſtitution, inſtead of ſwearing to maintain it. 
Beſides, that the contrary Suppoſition deſtroys® 
all Property; for to have no Liberties and Privi- 
leges, and not to be allow'd to Defend them, when 4 
invaded, is the ſame Thing; as it alſo is, to be 
govern'd by meer Will and Pleaſure, or by Laws 
ſubject to that Will and Pleaſure.—— 9 
But this brings me back to my Subject, which 


was to ſhew that Refiſtance, in the Caſe I have 4 


qe 


Rated, is agreeable to Scripture and Reaſon, to 
the Conſtitution of the Engliſh Government, and the 
Principles of the Church of England. ".. 
1. As to Scripture, I know nothing is more 
common than to pretend, that this Doctrine is 
flatly condemn d by it; and to make this out, 
there's not a Text in the Bible, that ſays any 
Thing about Government or Obedience, but 
has been rack'd and tortur'd, till it has been 
made to ſpeak the Language of abſolute Submiſſion. 


9 
- £BV& 
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AT bus a young Divine, when preaching upon that 
Haying of Chriſt, Render to Cæſar the Things that 
recCaſar s, and to God the Things that are God's ; ſhall 
ell the People, that from the Diviſion of the 
Duſt needs be God's, for no one elſe is concern d; 
nd then back it with that pretty Fancy, God 
ſt be and Cæſar divide the World; but then, to make 
Go- i fure, we muſt be told too, that all Kings and 
ieens are the ſame Things with Cafar's, and 
veſted with the ſame Powers, and conſequently 
ll we have in the World belongs to them, if it 
e not pre- engaged to God: From whence it will 
Slow, that nothing is left to us; the Tythes are 
ES o »'s, and all the reſt is Caſar's : So that. at 
t, 'tis the CHURCH and CASAR that divide 
Wc World betwixt them. This is not the only 
Inſtance might be given of this kind: Nothing is 
in it. gore common, than for the Zealots in this Cauſe 
troys run away with the Words and Letter of à Text, 
Id leave the true Senſe and Meaning of it behind 
hem; which has often brought to my Mind, a 
Paſſage in Bifhop Patrick's Friendly Debate, where 
e makes an ignorant Diffenter ſay, That their 
Miniſters never ſay any Thing without quoting 
Scripture fox it; all their Sermons are nothing 
Wc: And then replies, I remember I haue heard à 
Wie Man ſay, that one may talk nothing but Scrip- 
ae ure, and yet ſpeak never a wiſe Word: And I ve- 
h believe it, for tis not the Word of God, ven 
ee miſtake, its Senſe, as you commonly do. And I 
rily believe too, the moſt Enthuſiaſtical among 
Dc Diſſenters, did never wreſt and miſtake the 
Menſe of Scripture to ſupport their wild Opini- 
Is, more than ſome others have done to main- 
been in their Notions of Abfolute Paſſive Obedience, 
Sri 1 ,--@# 
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CRF 
and Submiſſion to illegal Violence and Oppreſſi- 
ON. 7 | | 

To ſupport this, the firſt Verſes of the 13th 
Chapter to the Romanus, are thought the moſt ſer. 
viceable of any in the Bible: And yet J hope to 
make it appear, there's not a Line there, that lays 
any Obligation upon Chriſtians to ſubmit in ſuch 
a Caſe, but fully leaves them at Liberty to de- 
fend themſelves. The Words are theſe, Let eve 
ry Soul be Tabel unto the higher Powers ; for ther: 
is no Power but of God; the Powers that be are or. 
dained of God; whoſoever therefore refiſteth the Po 
er reſiſtet h the ordinance of God, and they that re 
fiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation, For Ru. 
lers are not a Terror to good Works but to the Evil 
8&c. Upon which they form ſeveral Arguments 
for abſolute Submiſſion and Non-Refiſtance, that ſhall 
be now particularly confider'd. 1 

The firſt is taken from the unlimitedneſs of the 
Apoltle's Expreſſions, who does not (lay they) 


allow any Caſe in which tis lawful for Subject 
to reſiſt. * | | 

In Anſwer to which, let it be conſider d, that i 
is very common in Scripture, to give Rules i 
general and unlimited Terms, which yet are not? 
without their Exceptions; as is evident in th 
Caſe of Obedience of Children to Parents, and o 
Servants to Maſters; and in thoſe Rules, Swen 
not at all; Speak Evil of no Man; Pray without? 
ceaſing ; Rejoyce evermore; Give to every one thai 
acketh ; and particularly in the Caſe of privas 
injurious Perſon, in which our Saviour imſel 
hath laid down Non-Refiſtance in more expreb 
and more abſolute Words, than St. Paul has don: 
here, with reſpect to Princes. I ſay unto . you 
"7 See this more fully an fuer d in Mr, Hoadly's Meaſ * il 
A 
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preſſi 1 ſays he) reſiſt not evil, Mat. 5. 39. By which we 


re not tounderſtand an evil Thing, for that muſt 


e 13th pe reſiſted, but an evil Perſon. And yet not- 


oft ſer. vithſtanding this expreſs and abſolute Prohibiti- 
ope to pn, all will allow that ſuch evil Men, as Robbers 
at lay and Murtherers may be reliſted. It will, J ſup» 
in ſuch poſe, be ſaid, that there is an Exception imply'd 
to de- in that Place, tho' not expreſs d; and what Rea - 
et eve- pn can be given, why there ſhould not be the 
y then me in the other? Why may not the Words of 

re or. St. Paul be taken in a limited Senſe, as well as 
*Zhoſe of our Saviour? Why may not a Nation 
defend its Conſtitution againſt a publick | Tyrant, 
as well as a particular Man his Purſe againſt a pri- 


a3 ate Robber, the one (for ought any Thing ap- 


a * ow 
PET. "4 


pears in the Text) being as much forbidden by 


at ſual Phriſt, as the other by St. Paul, 
2. It is again argu'd, That Governours acting 
of the by a Divine Commiſſion, and being God's Vice- 
gerents upon Earth, may not, upon any Ac» 
Count whatſoever, be reſiſted by their Subjects; 


1 f r whoſoever reſiſteth the Power ( ſays St. Paul) 


that 1 eſiſteth the Ordinance of God. ad rift 24 
les i But now nothing can be plainer, than that St. 
re no! Paul by the Rulers and the Powers to which he 
and of the End of their Inſtitution, and are the Miniſters 
Swen of God to Men for good. The whole Scope 
it hon of his Reaſoning, and the Characters he gives of 
e th; them are a ſufficient Evidence of this. But it he had 

only ſaid in general that Governours having their 


ri vai 0 

Power from God, muſt not for that Reaſon, he 
8 eſiſted, it wou'd certainly have been very natu- 
ral to infer that it cou'd be only a Power of do- 


=P * See this alſo largely handled by Mr. Hoadly, in bis Mcaſures 
of Submiſſion ; and Anſwer to the Biſhop of Exeter. 
= G 2 Society 


gere preſſeth Non Reſiſtance, means ſuch as anſwer 


ing Good and of promoting the Happineſs of that 


* 
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(527); 
| Society over which they V are plac TP and it would; 
At fixſt ſight, have appear d very abſur d to ſay that 
the infinitely Good God had given any Man Pow- 
er to do that which is Evil. The Light of Nature 
will tell us that tis abſolutely impoſſible for God 
to give any Man a Commiſſion to act in Contra- 
diction to his Nature and Laws. If Kings have 
their Power from God (as no doubt they have] 
it can bs only the Power of doing good; for God 
himſelf has no other Power; they cannot then 
exceed their Principal; He can give them no 
other Power than what he is inveſted with him- 
ſelf: They can therefore have no Power from 
him to do Injuſtice, Violence, Oppreſſion, or any 
Manner of Miſchief; and therefore when * 
are doing theſe; they are ſo far from actin 
God's Authority, that they are bidding 1 
ancè to his Will: Nor can they in ſuch Inſtances, 
be calld his Vicegerents without the higheſt Pro- 
faneſs'; and therefore to oppoſe them in ſuch 
Caſes, « cannot be to oppoſe the Authority of God. | 
So that to me, it ſeems as plain as that two and 
two make four, that tho' the Authority of a | 
Prince in carrying forward the End of his Power, | 
cannot be reſiſted without reſiſting the Ordi- 
nance of God; yet his Power in acting contra- 
ry to that End, in deſtroying and ruining the 
publick Happineſs, may be oppos'd, without op- | 
ofing ſo much as the Shadow of bort ei- 
ther from God or Man. 1 
This, I think, is a full and juſt Anſwer to rhis 
Objection; tis indeec ſuch an one as has been 
often given, and as often been flirted at, and en- 
deavour'd to be render'd inſufficient, but without 
Succeſs: And the Truth is, tis Demonſtration, 
and there's no getting off it, without recurring 
to right ee or Nonſenſe. 103 4 
2 n 25 
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= .- 2. And yet I have another Conſideration 10 
add, and that is, that tho Princes have their 

Power from God, yet the Meaſure of that Pows 
er muſt be taken from the Laws and Conſtitut i- 
ons of the Country where they preſide: No Man 
has any more civil Authority than what the Con- 
ſtitution ot the Nation has veſted in him; and 


therefore the Law of the Land is the beſt Expoſi- 
ter of the 13th Chapter to the Romans, and will 
then give the beſt Account of the Obedience and Suh- 
m n0 miſſion there required of us. Now if Princes: af» 
ſume a Power to oppreſs and deftroy their Subs 

== jects, in Qppoſition to the known Laws, they ara 
no better than Uſurpers, and conſequently have 
vo Title to the Submiſſion and Obedience which 
St. Paul requires Chriſtians to pay to their lawful 
SGovernours; and certainly the reſiſting an Aſurn. 
eld illegal Power, is far enough from reſiſting the 
Ordinance of God. eee e 
Chriſtianity has given no new» Meaſures of 
Rule and Government, nor of Obedience and 
and Submiſſion; for Chrift: (as Dr. Hammond tells us 
of a on 1 Cor. 7. 22.) meddles not with the ſecular Gus. 
verument of: this World. Our Religion was not 
Irdi- intended to make a. Change in the Governments 
ntra- of the World; much leſs to make à Change ſa 
gathe much for the worſe, as to render thoſe, who be- 
t op- fore were only Subjects according to Law, now 
Slaves to the Will and Pleaſure of a. Prince; and 
therefore there is no Manner of Force in ſaying 
(as the Advocates of Slaygry commonby do) that 
St. Paul requires abſolute Submiſſion to ſome: 
Princes, therefore he does ſo to ALL Princes. 
He might poſſibly require this of the Romans, whos 
hen liv d under an Abſolute Government, where 
he Will of the Prince was the Law; and yet 
ve that live under another Form of Government, 
* ſhall 


„ 

ſhall not be obliged to any other Submiſſion, 
than what is agreeable to our Conſtitution and 
Laws. The 13th Chapter to the Romans, is as 
much Scripture in Poland as any where elſe; and 
yet This is expreſs d in the Coronation Oath in that 
Country, And if 1 ſball violate my Oath, the In- 
habitants of the Realm fhall nat be oblig d to yield me 
any Obedience. Now if the King of Poland ſhou'd 
violate his Oath, can any be fo abſurd as to ſay, 
the Subjects are notwithitanding'oblig'd to Obe- 
dience by what St. Paul ſays in that Chapter? 
Tam ſure my Lord Archbiſhop of York has deter- 


mind quite otherwiſe ; That as the Laws of the 


Land are the Meaſures of our active Obedience, ſo 
are the ſame Laws, the Meaſures of our Submiſſion; 
and as we are not bound te obey, but where the Laws 
and Conſtitution require our Obedience; ſo neither are 
we bound to ſubmit, but as the Laws and Conſtitution 
require our Submiſſion. | 80 

I cannot better illuſtrate this, than by com- 
paring it with à parallel Caſe; it is that of the 
Obedience which is due from Servants to their 
Maſters. St. Paul (ſpeaking of this Matter) lays 
down their Duty in very abſolute Terms; telling 
them, that they muſt obey their Maſters in ALL 


Things, Colo. 3. 22. And yet the State of Servi- 


tude being very different in one Country, from 


what it is in another; and differenced in the 


ſame Country, by the Variety of Contracts and 
Agreements; the Duty and Obedience of Ser- 
vants is not ſo fuppogg all alike, but is to be 
meaſur d by thoſe Contracts, and thoſe different 
Cuſtoms : And therefore when St. Paul exhorts 


the. Coloſſian: and Epheſian Servants. to obey their 


Maſters in all Things, if ſome of them were Cap- 
tives and down-right Slaves, and others only 


Servants by Agreement, and hir'd out themſelves 
to 


6 
to labour in their Callings, for ſuch and ſuch 
Advantages of Wages and Protection, and upon 
certain Terms; though both theſe Sorts of Peo- 
ple might be properly call'd Servants by St. Paul, 
and both exhorted to perform the Duty of Ser- 
vants to Maſters; yet were it evident, that he 
did not hereby make the State of their Servitude 
alike, but ſaid the ſame Words to them in diffe- 
rent Senſes, according to the different Condition 
of their Servitude. To the Slaves and Captives 
he would ſay, Obey your Maſters in all Things 
as becomes your ſad Condition, and make your 
© Chains as eaſy as you can by your Compliance 
and Submiſſion But to the hired Servants he 
wou'd be underſtood to ſay, * Obey your Maſters 
in all Things, according to your Contract and 
Agreement, behave your Lives as diligently 
© and faithfully as you have promis'd them to do, 
or by the Cuſtom of the Place are preſum'd to 
© have promisd them. He might exhort the 
Slaves to obey their Maſters even at the Oar, and 
in the Mines; but 'twere not reaſonable to think, 
he ſhou'd thereby exhort the hired Servants to 
ſubmit to be ſent under Ground, or to the La- 
bour of the Gallies, if their Maſters ſhould com- 
mand them-thither. --Neither the Cuſtoms of the 
Country, nor the Contract, gave the Maſters 
any ſuch Authority over the hired Servants, and 
therefore they owe no ſuch Submiſſion and Obe- 
dience. And St. Paul does not bring them into 
any new Bondage, but commands and exhorts 
them to diſcharge the Duty that they owe by 
Virtue of their Choice and Undertaking, to ſerve 
their Maſters in ſuch a Capacity, on ſuch Condi- 
tions. In like Manner, if we ſuppoſe the Romans 
oblig'd, by what St. Paul ſays, to ſubmit them- 
ſelves to Nero, who was an arbitrary Prince, in 
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Inſtances of great Tyranny and Cruelty ; will i 


therefore follow that Ve of this Nation mu 
ſubmit our ſelves to our Princes in the like In- 


ſtances of Cruelty and Oppreſſion ; altho' by 155 


Laws of the Kingdom, our Princes are not 
bitrary, but bound by their Oaths to govern — 


known Laws, which expreſly ſay, The People ſhall 


uot be uſed in ſuch a Manner. Suppoſe St. Paul 
had liv'd about 3o Years ago, and had taken Oc- 
caſion to write to the Chriſtians at Conſtantinopl 
living under the Turkiſb Emperonr ; and ſhowd 
have thought fit to have ſaid the ſame Words 


which he did to the Romans, it would have been 


very abſurd and unreaſonable to argue from 
thence, that the Subjects of Great Britain, Venice 
and Holland, mult pay the ſame Obedience in all 


Regards, to the King, the Doge, and Prince of 


— which the Subjects of the Turkiſh, Expire 
pay to the Grand Seignior. It is plain therefore, 


that Chriſtianity does not alter Mens Condition 


for the worſe, nor turn Preemen ( as the People 
of England certainly are) into Slaves, as to their 
Lives and Liberties ; neither under the Pretence 
of Paſſive Obedience, does it give their Perſons, 
or Eſtates into the Hands of Violence, when the 
Law bids them keep them, and protects them in 
defending them. 

_ Having made ſo much uſe 90 the Caſe of Ser- 
vants in this Point, it may not be improper to 
conſider, what St. Peter ſays to Servants concern- 
ing enduring Grief aud ſuffering wrong fully with Pa- 
ziencez which to ſome may ſeem inconſiſtent with 
it. The plain and ſhort Account of the Matter 
lies thus, St. Peter adviſes Slaves (for ſuch were 
the Servants to whom he wrote) who were in a 
State of perfect Captivity, had forfeited, their 


Lives, ang were bought with a Price, into the 
Arbitrary | 


ol 
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Arbittary Power of their Maſters, to bear with 


the Evil Treatment they might ſometimes beſtow 


upon them, putting them in mind that the great 


Glory of Patience is to bear Injuries and hard 
Uſage without reviling or Revenge; ſo that if 


any Thing here can be apply'd to the Caſe of 


Subjects, it can be only ſuch as live under an Ar- 
bitrary and Deſpotick Government ; to be ſure 


it can't poſſibly relate to us, who never forfeited 


our Lives and Fortunes to our Princes, nor were 
ever bought with a Price into. their Arbitrary 
Power. What is here ſaid concerning Slaves, can- 
not be prov'd to hold good with reſpe& to hir d 
Servants, whom the Chriſtian Religion doth not 
hinder from inſiſting upon the Terms of their 
Contracts, or oblige to bear Miſery when they 


can honourably avoid it; much leſs with Reſpect 


to whole Nations of Subjects, who may be a!low'd 


to be ſomething above the Degree of hired Ser- 


vants. 

What I have already ſaid upon this Argument 
will, if apply d to particular Caſes, afford a juſt 
Anſwer to all the „ e that can be drawn 
from Scripture, in Favour of Abſolute Paſſive 
Obedience. It wou'd be too tedious a Labour to 


ſhew this in every Inſtance; I ſhall therefore only 


conſider two of the moſt weighty Objections 
againſt Reſiſtance (in the Caſe I have ſtated ) 
taken alſs from the holy Sctiptures. 

1. It is objected, that our Bleſſed Saviour for- 


bade his Diſciples to reſiſt thoſe who came un- 


juſtly to apprehend and murder him. 

In Anſwer to which, let it be conſider d, that 
our Lord does not found his Non-Reſiſtance up- 
on the Unlawfulneſs of the contrary, but upon the 
Nature of his Deſign, and his own Reſolution to 
fulfil the Propheſies concerning himſelf, by a 

- H Paſſive 


| Came 
paſſive Obedience. So that all that can be inferr'd 
from thence, is his coming into the World, being 


ro lay down his Life voluntarily for the Good of 


Mankind; and the proper Time of doing it be- 
ing now come, their Reſiſtance and Oppoſition 


was not at all proper and convenient. 


But ſuppoſing our Lord's Permiſſion to pro- 
ceed from the Senſe he had of the Sinfulneſs of 
Reſiſting thoſe who came to apprehend him; 
(which is not in the leaſt probable) yet this wou'd 


be no Argument againſt Reſiſting in the Caſe be- 
fore ns. For our Saviour was not ſet upon in an 
illegal manner, but apprehended by lawful Offi- | 


cers, who had a Warrant from the Sanhedrim, the 
ſupreme Court of Judicature among the Fews, and 
were aided by the Roman Souldiers for fear of a 
Reſcue; or as the Chief Prieſts and Elders ex- 

reſs d it, leſt there ſhon'd be an Uproar among the 


People: And in Oppoſition to this Authority, 


St. Peter drew his Sword, and wounded Malchus 
a Servant or Officer of the High Prieſt, Mat. 26. 


51. Dr. Hammond ſays he was the Chief Officer 
or Foreman of them that had the Warrant to ap- 
prehend our Saviour: So that this is is a very 
different Caſe from Reſiſting thoſe who offer Vio- 
lence to us, in Oppoſition to, and Defiance of 
the known Laws. Tho our Bleſſed Lord was 


perfectly innocent, neither was Guile found in his 


Mouth, yet he was eſteem'd and treated as a Cri- 
minal, as a Violatcr of the Divine Laws, and 2 
Deſigner to ſubvert both the Religious and Civil 
Government of his Country ; and therefore it be- 
hoved him to appear and anſwer theſe Accuſati- 
ons, when legally requird to do 1t, that his Ene- 
mies might not have the Advantage of ſaying, he 
declined a fair Trial, becauſe his Caſe would not 
bear it. But (to take off the Force of this 2 
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| &ion entirely) if we ſuppoſe once more, that the 


Perſons who came to apprehend our Saviour had no 
Authority to do ſo ; yet his practiſing Non-Reſi- 
ſtance on that Occaſion, will then be no more bin- 
ding to us, than his not appealing to Czſar hinder'd 
St. Paul of his Appeal: This is all that can poſſibly 
follow, that our Lord thought fit to ſubmit in his 
own Private Caſe to Tnjuſtice and Oppreſſion. But it 
can never be inferr d from thence that it is his Wilt 
that whole Nations ſhould ſubmit themſelves and 
their Poſterity to be ruin d at the Will of cruel 


and unjuſt Governours. 


And here it may not be improper to take no- 
tice. of what our Bleſſed Saviour ſaid to Pilate, 
when he ask'd him if he did not know that he 
had Power to Crucify him, or releaſe him: to 


which our Lord replies, Thou could'ſt have no 


Power at all againſt me except it were given thee 


Vom above, John. 19. 10. 11. Which ſome. bring 


as an Argument for this Doctrine; tho' it ſeems 
as Foreign to the Purpoſe, as any Thing can well 
be imagin'd; the Meaning of the Words is plain- 
ly and only this; that Pilate could not have had it 
in his Power to do any Thing againſt him, unleſs 
God had ſeen fit to permit it ſo to be, for wiſe 


and excellent Conſiderations. 


4. Yet once more, it is objected that the Re- 
ſiſtance here contended for, is contrary to the 
Doctrine, and Practice of the firſt Chriſtians and 


Primitive Martyrs. To which ( paſſing by many 


things that might be reaſonably ſuggeſted) I an- 

ſwer that their Caſe and ours is widely different. 

The Primitive Chriſtians had the Laws agaiuſt 

them, as they are now in our Fayour; and 

therefore, how gloriouſly ſoever they might do, 

in ſubmitting to what they could not legally 
| | | 2 avol 


6 
avoid, it wou'd certainly be a very needleſs thing 
in us to go to Smithfield, and there be burnt 
for Hereticks. I hope many good Proteſtants 


wou'd make a Shift to die for their Religion, if 
they cou'd not innocently avoid it; but ſo long as 


we have the Laus on our Side, we ſhould throw 
away our Lives, and do more than God requires 


of us, if we practiſe any ſuch Paſſive Obedience. 

The firſt Chriſtians ſuffer d according to the 
Laws of their Country: Indeed I cannot ſay that 
I think them ſuch Laws as demanded their Sub- 
miſſion, in point of Conſcience, as being the Ordi- 


nance of God , for they were far enough from be- 


ing that: But they were Laws made by the Su- 
rem? Powers ; and they were Perſecuted according 
to thoſe Laws, and not in Oppoſition to them. 
Bleſſed be God we have our Religion ſecur d te 
us by that ſupreme Authority, which condemn'd 


theirs as the higheſt Crime. And we can never 


be deprivd of it, but by our own Treachery in - 
parting with thoſe good Laws which protect it, 


and agreeing to ſuch as ſhall deſtroy it. I hope 
we ſhall not do that in haſte; and till then, there 


is not ſa much as the Shadow of a Reaſon for our 


ſubmitting to the Cruelty and Oppreſſion the 


firſt Chriſtians were exposd to; Who tho' they 


dy'd as Glorious ay tn in reſpect of their Reli- 


glon; yet they ſuffer'd as Criminals, and Male- 


factors in the Eye of the Law. And therefore 


(to conclude this in the words of a very great 


Man) I much wonder at thoſe Men who recommend to 


zrs of this happy Iſland, the Prayers and Tears, and 
Paſſive Obedieace of the firſt Chriftians, and fuch-like 
faſt Remedies, which can never be proper but at ſuch a 
time as the Laws of our Country are arm'd againſt our 
Religion, Mhieh (all Thanks te to Gd) is none of 

01:7 


aur Caſe at preſent, and I hope never will be fo, ſd 
Jong as the Sun and Moon endureth  _ 
I will preſume this ſufficient to ſhew the Un- 
_ reaſonableneſs of making the firſt Chriſtians an 
Example to us now, in Caſes ſo diametrically op- 
poſite. No body that I know of pretends it law 
ful for private Perſons to reſiſt meerly upon the 
Account of Religion, either to force the Reception 
of it, or to ſecure themſelves from Perſecution, 
when the lawful Powers are againſt them. But 
when the Chriſtian Religion is become the Reli- 
gion of the Country, and a Part of the Subjects 
Property by the Laws and Conſtitutions of the 
Country, then it is to be conſider d as one of their 
E Rights; and ſo may undoubtedly be de- 
fended as well as any other Civil Right. And 
thus the Behaviour of the Primitive Chriſtians. 
themſelves, was different according as they had 
the Laws for or agarnft them. When they had not 
Law on their Sides, they took Blows, and gave 
none; but when they had the Law on their Side, 
they were rather for giving Blows than taking 
them; as might be made evident by a Variety of 
Inſtances, but I paſs them over, that I may come 
to ſhew that ſuch Reſiſtance is as agreeable to 
Right Reaſon, as I haye ſhewn it to be to Sripture 
and Revelation. ES e | 

II. Now methinks nothing can be à plainer 
Evidence of this, than the Conſideration of the 
Ends God aim'd at, in the Inſtitution of Govern» 
ment; which were certainly neither more nor leſs, 
than the Happineſs and Security of Mankind. 
Whatever ſome have abſurdly pretended, Princes 
are appointed for the promoting of the Felicity 
and Advantage of their People ; and not People 
made to ſet off the Glory of their Princes; much 
leſs to be the Subjects of their Gruelty and Op- 
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Preſſion. Governours have Authority from God * 
for this very Purpoſe, to diſtribute Juſtice ro 
Mankind, to keep their Nations in Peace and Or- 
der, to encourage and protect virtuous and good 
People, to ſecure them from the Violence and 
Malice of wicked and ungovernable ones; and to 
puniſh ſuch as ſtand out againſt theſe Ends of Go- 
vernment that are ſo uſeful and ſo neceſſary to the 
Being of Society, and the Wellfare of Mankind. 
Now can it ever enter into the Heart of a reaſo- 
nable Man, that God who communicates Power 
to Men for | ſuch noble Ends as theſe, ſhould at 
the ſame time put it into their Power to contra- 
dict all theſe Ends, and bring upon the Wor Id 
thoſe very Miſchiefs they were appointed to pre- 
vent. And yet ſo it muſt be, if tłey are equally 
Irreſiſtible when they are ruinizg and deſtroying 
their People, and carrying en the Ends of Go- 

- vernment. Upon this Fop«dation, Power us d for 
the Deſtruction and R. of the publick Happi- 
neſs, may reaſonably be thought Reſſtible, under 
what Form of Government ſoever. For Govern- 
ment in general, as it derives its Ordination and 
Appointmenc from God, ſo it is circumſcribed 
and limited by him, to be exercis d in Subſerviency 
to the Glory of the Creator, and the Benefit of 
Mankind. Nor is it in the Choice or Power of 
any Society, at their erecting the Forms of Go- 
vernment under which they are contented to live, 
and at their nominating the Perſons to whom they 
commit the Power of adminiſtring the Govern- 
ment, to enlarge and extend the Power of thoſe 
whom they thus conſtitute their Rulers, beyond 
the Limits and Boundaries unto which God hath 
ſtated and confin'd Magiſtrates, in the Charter of 
Nature and Revelation. Tho' People may both . 
then and afterwards abridge themſelves as qa : of 
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think meet, in things under their own Diſpoſal, acid 


a either narrow Or enlarge the P rince's P Ower, in 


reference to what they have a Right to retain or 


depart from, for the real or imagin'd' Benefit of 
the Community ; yet they can no ways interpoſe 


in the Diſpoſal of the Rights which belong unto 


God, which he hath incommunicably reſery'd to 
himſelf; nor can they confer thoſe Meaſures and 
Degrees of Authority unto thoſe whom they ele& 
and advance to Magiſtracy, which God hath an- 


tecedently precluded the one from beſtowing, and 


the other from receiving. No Body of Men (for 
Example) can transfer a Power unto thoſe veſted 


with Magiſtratical Authority, in virtue whereof 


they may ruin and deſtroy the Happineſs of the 
whole Society; and thereby the Ends of Govern- 
ment. For this is what is already ſettled by the 
Authority and Appointment of the Divine Legiſla- 
tor, and univerſal Sovereign. ne 

But I will not inſiſt upon this, becauſe our Caſe 


does not need it. It is very plain, that in our 


Government the King has only a Part in the Su- 
preme Power, and the other Part of it remains 
with the Lords and Commons. Now if the King 
ſhall take on him to ſeize that Part which does 
not belong to him, it will undoubtedly be not 
only lawful, but a 0 reaſonable to reſiſt him 
eſpecially if his graſping at more Power be only 
in order to enable him to ruine his Subjects, ta 
ſeize their Properties, and enſlave their Perſons ; 


which he cou'd not do by his legal Authority; 


there is Men, no doubt, but by the Law of Na- 
ture and Reaſon; they may defend” themſelves 
againſt ſuch Violence. This is nothing but what 
is agreeable to the Laws of Nature, and conſo- 
nant to to the higheſt Reaſon, and can no more 


be diſputed, than the firſt Principles'of Geometry. 


Chriſtia: 


EC. 
Chriſtianity is ſo far from enſlaving us; or divei 
King us of thoſe Rights and Privileges which we 
have already, that it encourages us to procure 


more Liberties and Franchiſes, if we can come 
honeſtly by them: As 1 Cor. 7. 22. But if thou mayſt 


Lee made Free, uſe it rather. It forbids Men like- 
wiſe to enſlave themſelves, Ver. 23. Te are bought © 
' wvith a Price, be ye not the Servants of Men : Which 


Indeed is moreover a Dictate of the Law of Na- 


ture, and what Men of themſelves would obſerve 


if they were not degenerated ; for voluntary Slave- 
ry is a Sin againſt the Law of Nature, which no 
Man in his right Mind can be guilty of. And 
therefore the Cannon-Law ſays, that if there had 
been uo Drunkenneſs, there had been no Slavery. 

III. But I proceed to the next thing, namely; 
To evince the Correſpondency which this Doctrine 
bears to our Laws, and the Engliſ Conſtitution. 
All that know any thing of England, know that 


the Government of it is a mix d limited Govern- | 


ment, conſiſting of Monarchy, Ariſtocracy, and 
Democracy duly temper d, where the Supreme 
Power is divided between the King and People, 
(or the Lords and Commons) ſince he can neither 
raiſe Money, nor make or annul Laws without 
them, and thoſe Laws are a Rule to both, a com- 
mon Meaſure to him of his Power, and to them 
of their Obedience; but the Government 1s call'd 


a Monarcny, becauſe that kind is predominant 


in the Conſtitution, the King having his Share in 
the Supreme Power, and the whole executive Part, 
Or Adminiſtration, is in him. „ 

Our Government then is a Limited Monarchy ; 


limited in the original Frame and Compoſure of 


it. Some have talk'd indeed as if the Share the 
People have in the Legiſlature is only from the 


Grace and Favour of our Monarchs _ 
. 
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Who are really Abſolute and Supreme, bat have 


been pleas'd, at the Suit, and for the Cood of 


the People, to let their Power run into Act, thro? 
ſuch a Courſe, and Current of Law: But that if 
they at any time ſhall think fir, on great Cauſes, 
to vary from that way, and uſe the fal Extent of 
their Power, none ought to contradict, or refuſe 
to obey. But this is a meer Chimera; for there 
cannot be a more clear and undoubted Truth, 
than that the Authority of this Land is of a com- 
pounded and mix d Nature in the very Root and 
Conſtitution thereof; and conſequently that the 
Authority and Soveraignty of our Kings is not 
Boundleſs and Abſolute, but radically and fundas 
mentally Limited and Determin'd ; ſo that the 
Acts which they command to be done Without, 
and againſt the Laws, are perfectly invalid, and 
lay no Obligation upon the Subject. : 
Had we no other Proof of this, yet that of 
Preſcription were ſufficient : In all Ages and Times 
immemorial, the Laws and Cuitoms of the King 
dom have been the Rule of Government ; Libers 
ties have been ſtood upon, and Grants thereof, 
with Limitations of Royal Power, made and ac- 
knowledged by Magna Charta, and other publick 
and ſolemn Acts; and no Obedience acknowledg'd 
to be due but that which is according to Law, 
nor claim'd but under ſome Pretence or Title of 
Law. | | | 
But the very Being of our Common and Statute 
Laws, and our Kings acknowledging themſelves 
bound to govern by them, does farther prove and 
preſcribe them Limited. For thoſe Laws are not 
of their ſole compoſing, nor were they eſtabliſh'd 
by their ſole Authority, but by the Concurrence 
of the other two Eſtates ; every Act being enacted 
by the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, and 4% the 
| 9 1 | Aut ho- 
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1 
Authority of the Lords and Commons aſſembled in Pars 
liament. . | | 
And this may be made appear too from the 
ancient ordinary and receiv'd Denominations ; for 
the King is call'd our Liege, that is, Legal Sove- 
reign; and we his Lieges, i. e. his Legal Subjects. 
What do theſe Names argue, but that his Sove- 
reignty, and our Subjection is Legal, that is, re- 
ſtrained by Law. -” „ 
I might bring a Thouſand Authorities to ſupport 
this, from Bratton, Chancellor Forteſcue, Horn, and 
other-old and learned Writers; I might produce 
alſo the Acknowledgments of almoſt all the Kings 
and Queens of England, who upon one Occaſion or 
another, have declar'd with King Charles I. that 
* rhe Law is the Meaſure of their Power. But tis per- 
fectly needleſs; every Act of Parliament ſaying as 
expreſsly, as any Words that can well be deviſed, 
that the only Meaſure of the King's Authority, 
and the People's Submiſſion, is the Law of the 
Land. | 
Nov from theſe Premiſſes I will beg Leave to 
make a few Concluſions that will demonſtrate the 
Conſiſtence of Reſiſting the illegal Attempts of Go- 
vernours to deſtroy their Subjects with Law, and 
the Conſtitution of the Eng//þ Government. 
For 1. Since the King of England has no Abſolute 


Authority, we owe him no Alſolute Subjeftion : For 


(as f Dr. He rlocł obſerves) Authority and Subjection 
are Correlates; they have a mutual Reſpect to each 
other, and therefore they muſt ſtand and fall to- 
gether. There is no Authority where is no Sub- 
jection due; and there can be no Subjection due, 
where there is no Authority. So that if a Prince 
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Declaration from New Market. 
+ Caſe of Reſiſtance, 
attempꝭs 


ceives it; whereas, in the other, it affects both the 


Com | 
attempts to deſtroy his Subjects without and 
againſt Law (there is no Demonſtration for it) 


they may reſiſt him in thoſe Attempts, without 


Danger of doing any thing againſt the Laws. 
Every Subject of England has a legal Property in 
his Lite, Liberty, and Eſtate; and till they are 


forfeited by ſome Offence againſt the Law, no 


Man can legally deprive them of em; and if any 
Attempt to do ſo by Violence, they may legally 
defend.them ; for no Man can want Authority to 
defend his Life and Eſtate againſt thoſe who 
have no Authority to take them away | 

Then 2. If the King himſelf has no Authority 
to do any thing contrary to Law, much leſs can 
he authorize any other Perſon to do ſo. No Man 
can be commiſſion d to exerciſe Powers which are 
illegal and arbitrary, and which the Law ſays 
ſhall not be exercis'd. And therefore all ſuch 
Commiſſions are null and void; :. e. they are no 
Commiſſions. And therefore if a Prince ſhould 


commiſſion any to make Attempts upon the Life, 


Liberty, or Property of his Subjects, contrary to 


Law, if no other means of Prevention but Force 


be left, there can be doubt but Reſiſtance may be 
us d againſt ſuch Inſtruments, who in thoſe Aſ- 
faults are indeed no better than Robbers and Cut- 
Throats. The Truth is, an illegal Commiſſion is 
ſo far from conveying a Power unto any Man to 
act, that it is a greater Crime to do any thing 
upon the Authority of it, than it would be to 
commit the ſame Fa& without all Colour and 
Pretence of Power and Warrant: Seeing the In- 
jury of the one Caſe terminates in him that re- 


dl 


* 


1 — 


1 5 £ King 


( 63 
King, the Government, and the whole Body of 
the People. | | 
But 3dly. If there be not ſuch a Power of Re- 
ſiſtance in the Hands of Subjects, then are all the 
Laws of England only ſo many Cyphers; And [I 
need not better Evidence that this Doctrine is ac- 
cording to Law, than that the contrary is againſt all 
the Laws of the Nation. What ſignifies having the 
Laws on our Side in this or that Regard, it we 
have no manner of Right to defend them againſt 
thoſe, who may endeavour to invade and ſubvert 
them? What Security to a Subject is a Law againſt 
Arbitrary Power, if it be forbidden the Subject (by 
a ſuperior Law) to put that Law in Execution againſt 
that Arbitrary Power? What are Privileges worth, 
what are Liberties good for that cannot be main- 
tain'd and ſecur'd by ſuch Means as are only pro- 
per, only able to ſecure them and maintain them? 
What Difference is there betwixt a Prince's gover- 
ning Arbitrarily without Law, and governing Ar- 
bitrarily againſt Law? Betwixt having no Laws at 
all, and having precarious Laws that depend en- 
tirely on the Will of the Prince, whether he will 
obſerve one of them, or ſubvert them all; and if 
he does, the People cannot help themſelves? Now 
if this be the Caſe, and there be really no Diffe- 
rence betwixt Law and no Law, in the Point 
of the People of England's Subjection, then (as 
Mr. Johnſon ingeniouſly expreſſes it) may the Le- 
giſlature even ſhut up their two Houſes at st. 
minſter, and fave themſelves the Trouble of their 
publick Conſultations. And while the Paſſive Do- 
ctrine remains, all the Lords and Commons of 
England have no other Property in their Lives, Li- 
berties and Eſtates, than the Duke of Lorrain 
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would have had in his Country with the French 
King's four High-ways of a Quarter of a Mile 
broad, quite thro it. For it is the very Doctrine 
of the Bow-ſtring, or of the Goal and Block, or 

the Halter: — It makes Slaves and Sacrifices of a 
whole Nation, whenever a 'Tyrant comes that 
will take the Advantage of it. I know tis pre- 
tended, that theſe Conſequences may be ayoided, 
by other Means that may be us'd in ſuch a Caſe. 
We are therefore told, that tho Subjects may not 
uſe forcible Reſiſtance, there are yet other Ways 
to defend themſelves from Ruin. But tis clear, 
that without this, no ſufficient Limits can be ſet 
to the Prince's Will ; and all Laws bounding him 
are to no Purpoſe. This will appear if we con- 
ſider the other Means that are preſcrib'd ; ſuch as 
Prayer to God, Petition to the Prince, Denial of 
Obedience, and Denial of Taxes and Subſidy. 
But what are theſe to hinder, if a Prince be min- 
ded to overthrow all, and bring the whole Go- 
vernment to his own Will? For Prayer and Peti- 
tion, theſe are put in to fill up the Number ; for 
they are no Limitations, but may be uſed in the 
moſt abſolute Monarchy : For Denial of Obedi- 
ence, that may keep me from being an Inſtrument 
of publick Oppreſſion, but Princes Wills never 9 
want them who will yield Obedience, if I deny” $ 
it ; yea, enough to deſtroy all the reſt, if nothin i] 
be left them but to ſuffer : For (as one bla j 
a ſingle Arm unreſiſted might go a great way to- 
wards Maſlacring a Nation, Then, as to the De- 
nial of Subſidy, if he may by Thouſands of In- 
ſtruments take all, or what he or they pleaſe, and 

we may not Reſiſt, what need he care, whether 
the People deny or grant? The only thing that 
can be done, is to Impeach and Proſecute ſuch In- 
ſtruments for their illegal Acts; but that will prove 
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as inſufficient as the other; for tho' the People do 
zhis, and the Law condemns, and Judges paſs Sen- 
zence, yet may the Prince prevent the Execution: 
And 'tis not likely an Arbitrary and Enterprizing 
Prince will expoſe his wicked Miniſters and In- 
ſtruments, to the Reſentment of an injur'd People. 
And this is not altogether Conjecture; it has been 
too often the way of ſuch Princes, to skreen their 
Miniſters from publick Juſtice. Thus it is appa- 
rent, that the Denial of this Power of Reſiſtance 
overthrows and makes invalid all Laws and Le- 

al Securities, and reduces the whole World to 
Abſolute Slavery and Subjection: It makes all Go- 
vernments alike, and brings the People of England 
Into the ſame wretched Condition with thoſe in 
France and Turkey ; which one Conſideration is 
enough to ſhew the Abſurdity of Abſolute Submiſſi- 
on in a Legal and Limited Government. 

4. I have therefore another Concluſion to offer, 
which ſeems evidently to reſult from what I have 
before laid down; namely, That becauſe the Lords 
and Commons are a Part, an Eſſcaticl Part of the 
Legiſlature, and have a Power of -7 ting and de- 
fending their Share in it entruſted with them by 
the very Reaſon of their Inſtitution, therefore they 
not only may, but Ovcar to uſe it for the publick 
Safcty ; yea, they would betray the very Truſt 
repoſed in them, if they ſhould not. They have 
a Legiſlative Authority : Now to make Laws, and 
to preſerve Laws, are Acts of the ſame Power ; 
yea, if three Powers jointly have an Intereſt in 
making of Laws, ſurely either of thoſe ſeverally 
have, and ought to uſe that Power in preſcrving 
them. We are indeed cnjoined to render unto 
Caſar the things which are Cafar's: Bat tis no where 
ſaid, that we muſt render him thoſe things that 
are Qur owns, both by the Law of God and Man; 
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and not altogether our own neither, but other 
Mens too, with which we are entruſted; and in- 
deed not wholly theirs, but the Childrens which 
are yet unborn, and made ſacred to them by all 
the Oath of God which is upon us. And now 
(to uſe the words of that worthy and honeſt Man, 
Dr. Woodward) ä Can an Engliſhman be weary 
« of his matchleſs Liberty, or inſenſible of his pe- 
c culiar Privileges ? Enjoyments, which have been 


< maintaind by the Expence of Millions of Trea- 


« ſure, and came down to us ſwimming in the 
Blood of our careful Anceſtors. Privileges which 
& none but we enjoy, and none but ſuch as ſome 
« among us, would be ſo little concern d to keep 
cc J wiſh I could not ſay So IxnpusrRIOUs ro Sa- 
e CRnrck. * 

5. Hence the People of England are ſufficiently 
juſtify'd in their Reſiſtance of King James, at the 
Revolution. It would be endleſs to recount the 
Particulars of his Legal Aſſaulis upon the Conſti- 
tution, and deſtructive Invaſions of the Liberties 
of his Subjects. They are, many of em ſet forth 
in the Act of Rights, 1 Gul. & Mar. and ſo well 
known to every Body, that they need not be 
repeated. They may be all ſumm'd up in this 
one Inſtance, his aſſuming to himſelf a Power of diſs 
penſing with the Laws at his Pleaſure, which is the 
wholeſale Deſtruction of a Nation. This certainly 
is a Power which no King of England has by Lau: 
The aſſuming and exerciſing of it ſaps the very 


A 


Foundation, and deſtroys the Conſtitution of our 


Government. All the Power which the Law does 
not give a Prince, (which is both the Foundation 
and the Meaſure, and the Rule of a Prince's Au- 


thority) is Uſurpd; it is without Law, beyond 


* Divine Right of Civil Government, p. 12 
Law, 
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Law, and againſt the very Intention of the Law. 
And therefore, among his other Uſurpations, he 
uſurp'd the Name of a King, which did not be- 
long to him; for Governing by Law is the Eſſence 
of an Engliſb King; and where there is Arbitrary 
Government (ſays Bracton) there is no King, 
7. e. no Engliſb King. He loſes the Name of a 
King, ſays the 17th Chapter of the Laws of King 
Edward the Confeſſor. It cou'd therefore be no 
Offence againſt the Laws, to Reſiſt him, who 
by the Laws had no Title to Submiſſion; as it 
was none neither againſt the Goſpel, to Reſiſt him, 
who for that Reaſon, had no Right to the Sub- 
miſſion which the Scripture requires Subjects to 


pay to their lawful Governours. For nothing can 


e more evident, than that the late King James, 
from the time he ſet up for Arbitrary Power, and 
refus'd to come to legal Remedies, loſt all Right 
to the Duties enjoined by St. Paul in the 13th to 
the. Romans, and became an Outcaſt from that Text, 


from the time he was an Outlaw from the Engli/h 


Conſtitution. 


And this I hope may be ſufficient to take off the 


Reproach which ſome think they caſt upon the 


Principles this Nation proceed on, in putting a 
Stop to the Current of Popery and Arbitrary Power 
that was Ne upon us, when, in Deriſion, they 
call them Revolution-Principlec. For hence it ap- 

ears they are true Engliſh-Principles, (exactly agree- 
able to the Conſtitution of the Engliſh Gouernment, 
as it has continued in all Ages) and only gloriouſly 
exerted at the Revolution. And therefore to ſuch as 


like them the worſe for that, T ſhall only ſay this, 


I hope we ſhall ne'er have Occaſion to uſe em 
again; but if we have, I make no Queſtion but 
the People of England will ſcarce think it worth 


their 


„ 
their While to exchange them for the Principles of 
Sa z and the Bowsſtring. . | | 
6: And now if the ** made at the Revo- 
tation may be thus juſtify d, it will certainly be 
very lawful to uſe it, if we are ever brought into 
the ſame Circumſtances: For the Lawfulneſs of 
this, is, if poſſible, made more clear h and frce 
the Revolution, than before. 5 | 
For ſome Years before, we had Princes full of 
their Deſigns of Arbitrary Power, and ſometimes 
Parliaments too, who perhaps ſhew'd themſelves 
ready enough to compliment them with whatſoe= 
ver they thought fit to ask : And therefore 'tis no. 
eat Wonder if ſome Pretences for the Doctrine 
of Abſolute Submiſſion ſhou'd have crept into ſome 
of our Statutes, and be incorporated with our 
Laws; tho' even theſe, if fairly examin'd, are far 
enough from being able to bear the Weight ſome 
Men lay upon them. Thus, for Inſtance; King 
Charles II. procur'd an Act, requiring an Oath from 
the Subjects, that it was not lawful, upon any 
Pretence whatſoever, to take up Arms againſt the 
King, c. But this, and every thing elſe that may 
be thought to afford the leaſt Ground for aſſerting 
| Abſolute Submiſſion, ſtands repeal'd by the A& 
of Settlement of the Crown, by which alſo, the 
Rights and Liberties of the Subject are ſecured. 
By that Act the Subjects are declar d to have a 
Remedy as well as a Right to all their Privileges 
any Oaths that might be thought to infer Abſo- 
lute Submiſſion, are repeal'd, atid new Oaths of 
Allegiance are ſuſtituted in their Places, any Law 
or Statute to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
And not only ſo, but the Legality of Reſiſtatice 
in ſome Caſes is expreſsly deelar d; for the ſame 
AR F. 9. ſays, that upon ſuch and ſuch Miſdemea- 
hours of the King and Queen, the Subjects 3 
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be abſolved from their Allegiance. Tis there de- 
clar d, © That all and every Perſon and Perſons 
ce that is, are, or ſhall be reconcil'd to, or ſhall 
cc hold Communion with the Church of Rome, 
« or ſhall profeſs the Romiſh Religion, or ſhall 
cc marry a Papiſt, ſhall be excluded, and be for 
« ever uacapable to inherit, poſſeſs or enjoy the 
c Crown and Government of this Realm and Tre- 
ce Jand, and the Dominions thereunto belonging, 
« or any Part of the ſame; or to have, uſe, or - 
cc exerciſe any Regal Power, Authority or Juriſdi- 
c tion within the ſame: And in all or every ſuch 
& Caſe or Caſes, the People of theſe Realms ſhall be, 
& and are hereby abſolvd of their Allegiance ; and the 
© ſaid Crown and Government ſhall from time to 
ce time deſcend to, and be enjoy d by ſuch Per- 
< ſon or Perſons; being Proteſtants, as ſhould have 
ce inherited and enjoyed the ſame, in caſe the ſaid 
ce Perſon or Perſons ſo reconcil'd, holding Com- 
< munion, or profeſſing or marrying as aforcſaid, 
& were naturally dead.” Now can any one tell 
us how a King or Queen acting contrary to this 
Act, can be diſpoſleſs'd of the Throne, if they 
ſhould keep it notwithſtanding ? So that this A& 
will juſtify, that there is an indiſpenfible Duty of 
| Reſiſtance in ſome Caſes, and that they are Traitors 
to Poſterity, who refuſe to perform the Truſt re- 
os'd in them by it: Which to excourage them to 
Reſiſt, has abſolv'd them from their Allegiance, and 
to protect them in Ręſiſtance has granted them an 
Indemnity. And this Act too will protect thoſe 
who Reſiſt, in ſuch Caſes, againſt the Statute of 
Treaſons of Edward III. in particular; which F 
obſerve, becauſe ſome pretend that a mighty Evi- 
dence of the utter Illegality of Reſiſtance, upon 
any Pretence whatloever. | TT 


This 
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This Act then ſo expreſsly declaring the Lega: 
lity of Reſiſtance in the Caſes therein mentioned, 
it cannot poſſibly remain a Doubt with any, but 
_ Thoſe who diſallow the Lawfulneſs of the Revo- 
lution, and the ſubſequent Settlements, and con- 
ſequently deny the Authority of the Legiſlators. For 
whatever Opinion any may have of the Unlaw⸗ 
fulneſs of Reſiſtance in any Caſe whatſoever, be- 
fore the making of this Act; whatever Notion + 
they have of the Grounds upon which the Revo- 
luion was carry d on; even it we ſuppoſe nothing 
elſe but K. James's voluntary Deſertion : Yet if they 
own the Authority of the King and Parliament which, 
made this Act, it is as plain as any thing can be, 
that the utter Illegality of Reſiſtance upon any Pretence 
whatſoever, has now no more Countenance from the 
Law of England, than I have ſhewn it to have 
from Scripture and Reaſon; that is, juſt none at 
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But tis ſaid, that the 12 Car. 2. cap. 33. is fully 
declarative of this; which tells us, that © by the 
[ | * undoubred and fundamental Laws of this King- 
5 ce dom, neither the Peers of this Realm, nor the 
5 Commons, nor both together, in Parliament or 
ll * out of Parliament, nor the People collectively, 
8 ce or repreſentatively, nor any other Perſons what- * 
7 cc ſoever, ever had, have, hath, or ought to have 
n « any coercive Power over the Feb of the 
A « Kings of this Realm.“ And this is undoubted- | 
f ly true, and own d on all Hands; none deny ing 

1 the King's Perſon to be, according to the Laws, 
1 inviolated and ſacred. And therefore at the Re- 
n volut ion there was no Violence offer d to the Per- 

c ſon of King James, although he was entirely in 
19 I <vou'd here again recommend to the Reader, Mr. Steele“ cele- 


rated Piece the CRISIS. 
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the Hands of thoſe who had Opportunity and 
Strength to have done it. Nay ſo far from that, 
that when ſome, who afterwards engaged violently 
in the Jacobite Intereſt, advisd the ſending the 


King over to Holland, and the keeping him in the 
_ Caſtle of Breda, till the War both in Exgland and 
Ireland was at an End, the Prince of Orange reje- 


cted the Motion with Indignation, and with an 
Averſion to thoſe who made it; ſaying (as be- 
came his great and heroick Soul) That tho he 


* could appear againſt the King at the Head of 


& an Army in this Quarrel; yet now that he had 
& him in his Power, he cou'd not put him under 
« any Reſtraint; as the Biſhop of Sarum tells us 


zn his Preface to his late Volume of Sermons. 


And this (as well as many other things) makes 

à great and eſſential Difference between the Caſe 
of King James and King Charles I. againſt whoſe 
Royal Perſon, not only the greateſt Indignities 


were offer d, but at laſt his Blood was ſhed by 
violent and cruel Men, in the Sight of the Sun; 


With Regard to which, and in a juſt Abhorrence 
of it, the words foregoing were inſerted in that 
Act, as every body knows. And therefore (in 
the Biſhop of Norwich's Words) f Whoever ſhall 
* compare that favourable and providential Change 
& (which we joyfully commemorate on the 5th of 
& November) to the heinous Offence (for which 
ce we mourn on the zoth of January) from which 
eit widely differs in the Occaſion and Manner 
© of its being purſu'd, the Perſons concern d, and 
«* every Conſequence of it, can neither do it with 
te Juſtice to it ſelf, nor with any good Will to 
* our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment; which cannor 
but ſuffer both by thoſe who think them equally 
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4 Sermep on the 3oth 7 January, ; 


« juſt 


=> 


Power of the Sword being lodg'd with the Ki 


gal Commands: And therefore if it be this way 


. 
. 


« jaſt, and thoſe that think them equal withed > 


as is abundantly made appear in Bradford 
moſt excellent Sermon on this Subject. 
But tis farther pretended, that the Militia, or 


alone, it cannot be Lauſul for the People to u 
it againſt him. Bur this will 22 of very little 
Weight, if we only conſider for what Ends and 


Purpoſes this Power is committed to him, which 


are ſuch as theſe, viz. That he may be enabled to 
make foreign Wars, Wars upon the Enemies of the 
State, _ for Defence of the Laws and Frame of 
Government eſtabliſhed z and not for Arbitrary 
Purpoſes, or to enable Miniſters to execute ule» 


employ d, it may undoubtedly be /awfully Reſiſted 
and Op pos'd. T he Militia "AR was made 


after the Reſtoration, in Oppoſition to the Aim. 
 parchical Principles that had got Head in the late 
Confuſions; but certainly it would aſtoniſh the 


Makers to ſee an Act which was deſign d only to 
preſerve one Pare of the Conſtitution, viz. The Me- 


_ warchy, thus wreſted and ſtretch d to the Subverſion 


of the Pole. But it will not do: There can be no 
perſwading Menthat a Power veſted intheir Princes 
to protect them from their Enemies, and defend 
them in their Properties, muſt tie up their Hands 


when tis all employed againſt them: That becauls 


they are under Obligations to be aiding and af 

ſiſting to the King in the Legal Exerciſe of the Re- 
gal Power; therefore they may not defend them 
ſelves from Nlegal Violence and Oppreſſion. This 


appears too abſurd in all Conſcience. And yet if 


there were ever any thing in this Act, to this pur- 

poſe, we do not ſeem to have any thing to do 
with it now, For not to inſiſt upon what ſome 
have very reaſonably affirm d, that the Clauſe — 
9 nr 
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the Act on which ſo much Weight is laid, being 
the ſame with the Oath, mentioned before, in the 
Corporation Act; and that being Repeal'd by the 
Firſt of V. and M. this is not only virtually, but 
expreſsly Repeal'd too: I ſay, not to inſiſt upon 
this, tis very evident, and cannot poſſibly be con- 

tradicted, that the Act of Righis and Liberties afore- 

Taid, declaring that upon ſuch and ſuch Miſde- 
meanors of the King and Queen, the Subjects ſhall. 
be abſolv'd from their Allegiance, does in thoſe 
Caſes thereby juſtify and warrant the Lawfulneſs 
of Reſiſtance, any thing in this, or any other Act 
ro the contrary notwithſtanding. g. 
But tis again objected, that the King being ſu- 
Pt to every Soul in that Society over which 
he preſides, cannot be accountable for his Actions 
to his Inferiors. And nothing is more true than 

chat the King, in a proper Senſe, cannot be ac- 
countable to his Subjects. But the Force of this 


Argument will be entirely taken off, if we conſis 


der, that the Reſiſtance offer d to a Prince attem- 

pting the Deſtruction of his People, does not ar- 
gue a Superiority in them, over him. For this is 
not an Act of Civil Government, but a moral Act 
reſiding in reaſonable Creatures, who have an un- 
doubted Right to defend themſelves, their Liber- 
ties, and Eſtates, againſt the Violence of thoſe 

Vho have no Authority to invade them. I ſuppoſe 
no body will be ſo abſurd as to ſay, a Man may 
not defend himſelf from the Afaults of a Murde- 
rer, or a Thief, till he can prove he is his Civil 
Covernour ; nor that ſuch Perſons are, in a proper 
"Senſe, accountable to the honeſt Man they aſſault. 
States and Princes are not accountable to one ano- 
ther, and yet they have a Right to defend rhem- 
ſelves againſt one another's Invaſions and Violen- 
ces. A Maſter hath no Equal in his * 

i | | a 


hath his Family 2 Right to defend themſelvey. 
againſt him, ſhou'd he endeavour to ruine or murs 
der them. So that tis manifeſt, that there is na 
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need of the Pretence of Equality, or Superiority, 


to bear a Man out in Reſiſting thoſe who have 
no Authority to aſſault him. And therefore the 
King may be Supreme, as he undoubtedly: is) and 
yet the Subjects may withſtand and oppoſe his il- 
legal Attempts to ruine and deſtroy them, without 
the leaſt Pretence of Rivalling, or. Aſſuming the 
Regal Power, or Supremacy. Ye.” 

I have therefore often wonder'd to ſeee ſuch 3 
mighty Weigh plac'din an Argument that has ſcarce 
any thing in it: And this done not only by ſuch Pexny 
Politicians as Luke Milbourn, but by many wha 
wou'd be thought, and in other things do deſerve 
the Character of Men that think juſtly, and rea- 


ſon cloſely. My Lord Biſhop of Exeter hath made 


much uſe of this Argument; and Mr. Hoadly has 
ſo fully ſhewn the Weakneſs and Inſufficiency of 


tit, that no body muſt wonder if his Lordſhip 


han't been at Leiſure, nor cant be at Leiſure, nor 


con t be at Leiſure to anſwer him. He tells us, B 


remember, a Story about the Mayor of a Corpo- 
ration's misbehaving himſelf in his Office, in 
which Caſe he is not accountable to, the People 


that choſe him to it, but to the Queen by whoſe 


Commiſſion he acted in it. He does not put any 
Caſe in particular wherein his Worſhip misbehay'd 
himſelf, and therefore we are left to gueſs at the 
Nature of it. Now firſt we'll ſupppſe the Mayor, 
having by the Charter of the Corporation, a Ti- 
tle to one Shilling a Ton for certain Goods ſold 
at a Fair kept there, ſhou'd under Pretence thereot 
demand five. In that Caſe, what muſt the Men 
who think themſelves injur'd do? Why, they mult 
undoubtedly appeal to the Queen, iu, her 98 


d 
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ok Fuſtice; 28 the learned Biſnop directs. In like 
manner, if the King, under Colour of Law, in- 
vader the Property of any of his Subjects, they 
muſt alſo defend themſelves by the ſame Law, for 
there is no other way whereby they may lawfully 
do it. And tho the King be ſuperior to them, 
yer he is not above the Law ; nor does his Prero- 
gative, as great as it is, extend to the doing of any 
wrong, Here then is the laſt Reſort in ſuch Ca- 
ſes: The Law is the by nar Power of the King- 
dom; and the King 1s Supreme in the Execution 
of it. But then let us ſuppoſe again, that this 
Mayor, under Pretence of his Commiſſion, ot 
without any Pretence at all, ſhould enter himſelf, 
or grant his Warrant to others, to enter the Hou- 
ſes of the Freemen, to ſeize their Poſſeſſions, and 


murder their Perſons, the Queſtion then will be, 


Whether they may not ſtand in their own Defence, 
and ſecure themſelves from theſe illegal Aſſaults 


without pretending an Authority to call em to an 


Account, to try and judge, and cenſure em. That 
belongs to the Office of the Civil Magiſtrate, but 
the other is the Exerciſe of a natural 3 75 (of 
which Chriſtianity has not depriv'd any Man) a 
Right to defend. his Life and Property againſt 
thoſe that have no Right to take 'em away ; and 
no body whatſoever can have any Right to do 
this, but according to Law. I ſhall not need to ap- 

ly this; it will apply it ſelf. J hope this may 

e ſufficient to trke off the Force of this Objection; 
which tho it be as much rely'd upon, and has 
been as much labour'd as any one thing in this 
Cauſe, ſeems to have as little Argument in it as 
any in the World. They tell you a long Story of 
ringing a Prince to the Bar, of indicting, judg- 
ing and puniſhing him; and then very gravely 
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Ask by 92 this can be done? By none 


($13) 


At all chat I know of; nor does any body; except 


it be three or four Madmen, pretend to juſtity 
or warrant ſuch a Procedure; nor does aſſerting a 
Right in a Nation, to defend its Conſtitution, 
infer any thing like it: And therefore they who 
are ſo ready at putting ſuch Caſes, may even take 
em to themſelves, for no body elſe is concern d 
— 1h TERS e 
But in the laſt Place we are very much impor- 
tun d to tell who ſhall judge in this Caſe between 
a King and his People? Who ſhall determine 


when our Liberties are ſo invaded as to juſtify 


our Defence of them? It has always been the 
way of thoſe who wou'd enſlave Men under 4 


blind Obedience, or implicit Faith, to be very 


pert in putting ſuch Queſtions; the Scripture 
(ſay the Papiſts) is the Rule of Faith, bur who 


hall judge of the Senſe of it? And if you will 


not allow em, that their Church ſhall be Judge, the 
Scriptures themſelves ſhall not be worth a Farthing, 
But now to give a ſatisfactory Anſwer to this 
Queſtion. It muſt be acknowledg'd, that a Frame 
of Government cannot be imagin'd of that Per- 
fection, but that ſome Tnconvenience there will be 
poſſible, for which there can be provided no Re- 


medy. And this is ene in a Limited Monarchy, 


that there can be no Judge Legal and Conſtituted, 
to determine the Sovercign's Tranſgreſſion of his 
fundamental Limits; becauſe that wou'd deſtroy 


che Being of the Monarchy it ſelf. But if there 


ariſe a Contention between the governed Society, 
and their Governour; if there grow a fundamen- 
tal Variance betwixt him and the Community; 
in ſuch a tranſcendent Caſe, which is beyond the 
Proviſion of that Government, there mult be an 


extraordinary Judge, and way of Deciſion. If 
- L thereſore 
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therefore a Prince atttempts that, which, if ſuffer'd, 
diſſolves, the Frame and Life of the Government, 
and Publick Liberty ; every Perſon, and eſpecially 
the Lords and Commons, who have a Share in the 
Legiſlative Power, muſt compare thoſe Attempts 
with the fundamental Laws of the Monarchy, and 
every Man (ſo far as concerns him) muſt follow 
the Evidence of Truth in his own Soul, to op- 
poſe, or not to oppoſe, according as he can in 
Conſcience acquit or condemn the Act and Mea- 
ſures of the Governour. For in a Caſe which 
tranſcends the Frame and Provifion of the Govern- 
ment they are bound to, People are unbound, 
and in a State as if they had no Government; 
and the ſuperior Law of Reaſon and Conſcience 
muſt be Judge ; wherein every one muſt proceed 
with the utmoſt Advice and Impartiality. For if 
he err in Judgment, he either reſiſts God's Ordi- 
nance, or puts his Hand to the Subverſion of the 
State and Policy he lives under. In our Caſe in- 
deed, this is not ſo very difficult a Point to re- 
ſolve; for the Law being the Meaſure of the 
King's Power, and thoſe Laws being known to eve- 
ry Body, they can eaſily tell when they are rul'd 
and govern'd by Law, and when by meer Mill and 
Pleaſure, without, or againſt Law: And the Caſe is 
{till plainer where a Prince ſhall openly avow 
and declare his Reſolution of governing without 
regard to the known and eſtabliſh'd Laws; which 
was the Caſe at the Revolution. When Matters 
ſtand ſo, it can't certainly bur be anderſtood by all, 
that the Conſtitution is diſſolving; and therefore, 
that tis not only Lauful, but the Duty of all to 
unite for the Preſervation of it. But if any poſſi- 
bly ſhon'd miſtake tlie Caſe, and think the Conſti- 
tution is deſtroying, when tis ſafe and flouriſhing 
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or others, under Pretence of ſecuring; to diſturb 
the Publick Happineſs and Security for their own 
Private Ends; (the firſt of which Caſes can ſeldom 
b and the other will as ſeldom ſucceed) 
yet I have ſhewn already, that the beſt things, 
and moſt important Truths, by Miſtake or Abuſe, 
may be made to ſerve very bad Ends; and there- 
fore, that that alone is no Argument in the World 
againſt the Lawfulneſs of Reſiſtance on a juft Oc- 
caſion, that is, on ſuch an Occaſion, and in fuck 
a Caſe as the Revolution. And ſo much for the 
Law of the P oint. . — 4 | 5 | 

TV. I come now in the laſt Place to conſider 
the Conſiſtence of this Doctrine with the Princi- 
ples of the Church of England. 18 Sat I 
It cannot indeed be deny'd, but that 'a Multi- 


tude of very eminent Divines of the Eſtabliſſi d 


Church, have ſaid things enough in all Conſeience, 
in favour of Abſolute Submiſſion. But beſides that 
they ſeemly to retract their Doctrine, when they 


ſo evidentiy contradicted it by their Practice, they 


are nothing more than Private Doctors Opinions 
f by no means be made the Standard o 
our Church's Doctrine. The Account of the 
Clergy's giving into Arbitrary Notions, is very 
fort and eaſy. In the Times of Anarchy and 
Confuſion, the Principles of Obedience, and the 
Notions of Reſiſtance were ſo looſe, that in Op- 
poſition to them others, at the Reſtoration, run 
themſelves into the other Extreme, without any 
regard to the Nature of the Conſtitution. Before 
the Convulſions of thoſe Times, the Authority of 
Princes, and the Subjection of People ſtood upon 
their right Bottom; a Power of Governing, and 
a Duty of Obeying and Submitting according to 
our legal Conſtitution. But when the Subjects 
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had invaded the Regal Authority, and deſttoye d 
the King, it made many fond of, and impatient 
to declare for a Doctrine that ſhou'd put it in the 


Power of the King to deſtroy his Subjects. And 
ſo this Doctrine gain d Ground, and prevail d in 


the Reign of King Charles II. the Flights and Flat- 
teries of the Divines in his Time were very high 


and extravagant, eſpecially in their Court-Sermons ; 


but from the beginning it was not ſo: The Principles 
of Arbitrary Power, and a ſingle Will and Plea- 

ſure above the Laws of the Land, were ſcarce 
ever heard of, to be ſure not with Countenance 


and Approbation, till thoſe unhappy Times of 
Rebellion and Anarchy, and the ſucceeding ones 


of Eaſe and Luxury. And as they probably brought 


on the Confuſions of the firſt ; (tor however it hap- 
pens, Tyranny and Rebellion ſeem, in their Na- 
ture made to hate, and yet to help forward one 


another.) ſo twas little leſs than'a' Miracle, that 


they were eſcap'd by the latter; when ſo many were 

earing out their Pulpits with the Doctrine of 
) 54/5 ap and Unlimited Submiſſion to Princes, as 
if it were not only the /7/t and great Commandment, 
but the ſecond too. But whatever Countenance 
theſe abſurd Notions have had from ſome in the 


Church, they neyer received any from the Church 
it ſelf, On the contrary, the whole Convocation, the 


Church of England's Repreſentative in Queen Eli- 
zabeths Reign, publickly acknowledg'd it glorious 
to aſſiſt Subjects againſt the Tyranny and Oppreſ- 
{ions of their Sovereigns, and in Defence of their. 
jult Rights and Libertics. Ang they not only 
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Freacb d firſt Ly Sibthorp and Manwaring, and refusd to be 


ſizenfed by Arc bl ſhop Abbot, 
maintain 'd 
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maintain'd in words the Juſtice of the French 


Scotch, and Dutch Defences, which the Proteſtants 
of thoſe Countries made for the Safeguard of their 
Lives, Liberties and Religion, but laid down 


their Purſes to help them; and charg'd themſelves 


deeply with Taxes, in Conſideration of the Queen's 
great Charges and Expences in aſſiſting them; as 
may be ſeen at large in the Preambles of the Cler- 
gy s Subſidy f Acts in that Reign; which the Rea- 
der may find together in the learned Mr. Johnſon's 


Anſwer to Conſtantius the Apoſtate, p. 79. of his 


Works. From whence I will only recite one In- 
ſtance that may ſtand: for all, 5 Eliz. cap. 24. 
Among other Conſiderations for which the Cler- 
gy give their Subſidy of Six Shillings in the 
Pound, they have theſe words. And finally 
« pondering the ineſtimable Charges ſuſtain'd by 
* Your Highneſs, as well of late Days in redu- 
* cing the Realm of Scotland to Unity and Con- 
* cord, as alſo in procuring, as much as in Your 
« Highneſs lieth, by all kind and godly and prudent 
5 Means the abating of all Hoſtility and Perſecution 
«© within the Realm of France, practis d and us d 
« againſt the Profeſſors of God's Holy Goſpel and 
© true Religion.” The firſt thing in this Paſlage 
is the Queen's Aſſiſtance of the Scozrih Nobility in 
their Reformation, in which the Queen of Scor- 
land reſiſted them to her Power, by bringing French 


Forces into Scotland, which is ſet down at large 


in our Chronicles. * The Temporality in their 
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Note, that now the Clergy are taxd by Parliament, and pay 
for their Benefices, as Gentlemen do for their Eſtates ; yet before 
the Reſtoration of King Charles II. they were tax'd by their Re- 


preſentatives in Convocation, 
* i 
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Subſidy Act, 5 Eliz. cap. 27. call this Aſſiſtancs. 
The Princely and upright} Preſervation of the 
« Liberty of the next Realm and Nation of 
& Frorland, from imminent Captivity and Deſola- 
© tion“ The other is the godly and prudent 
Means for abating * and Perſecution with- 
in the Realm of France. Now Hiſtory will inform 
ns, f that thoſe were Forces ſent under Dudley 
Earl of Warwick, to Newhaven to 7 the Hugo- 
gars, who were then in Arms. We have ſome 
modern illuminated Divines, who wou d not ſtick 
to call this the abetting of Rebellion: But the 
whole Biſhops and Clergy, and amongſt them the 
Compilers of rhe Homilies, call it the Uſe of Goaly 
and Prudeut Means to abate Hoſtility and Perſe- 
cation practis d againſt the Profeſſors of God's Holy 
Goſpel aud true Religion: For ſo that charitable 
Clergy could find in their Hearts to call a Parcel 
of Calviniſts, who had neyer a Bijbop amongſt them, 

hom ſome in this degencrate Age wou d ſooner 


, +? oy 


wachurch and deſtroy, than aid or aſſiſt. 
Now from hence it appears, that this modiſfr 


fake, to illegal Violence, and all forts of lawleſs 
Oppreſſion, is all Madneſs and Innovation, and 
2 thing wholly unknown to the Orp Oburch of 
England. For if they had eſteem d the foreign 
Proteſtants Rebels for detending themſelves againſt 
their Perſecutors and Oppreſſors, the Biſhops and 
Clergy of England wou d ſcarce have invalv'd 


King them. For it had been utterly unlawfu!, and 
a horrid Sin to aſſiſt Subjects in the Violation of 
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their 


Paſſive Doctrine of ſubmitting for Conſcience 


themſelves in the ſame Guilt, by aiding and aſſi- 
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| their Duty and Allegiatice; and to türn at leaſt 4 


whole Year's Revenue of all the ſpiritual Promo 
tions in England, into Swords to be employed in 
Reſiſting the Ordinance of Gd. 

I might at large ſhew this to be the Senſe and 
Judgment of the Church of England, not only thro” 
the long and glorious _ of Q. Elizabeth, but 
in the Reigns of King James I. and Charles I. alſo: 
(who aſſiſted the Roc heller againſt the French King, 
and order d a Faſt by Proclamation, and appoin- 
ted a Form of Prayer to be drawn up fot the im- 
ploring of God's Bleſſing upon them; and the A.. 
ſiſtance he gave them:) But this been done fo ful- 
ly already, in Papers that are in almoſt every Bo- 
dy's Hands, that 1 ſhall, paſs it over; and only 
refer the Reader tõ the learned Biſhops of Saliſ- 
bary and Oxford's Speeches on Sacheverels Tryal ; 
and particularly to the Hor of Refiſtance, as 
ce practis d by the Churth of England'; in which 
ce tis undeniably proy'd from moſt authentick Re- 
cc cords, that in every Reign fince the Reforma⸗ 
ce tion of Religion, the ſaid Church harh aided 
cc and aſſiſted, juſtify d and approv d of ſich Sub- 
„ je&ts as have detended themſelves "againſt tlie 


« Oppreſſions of tlieir Tyrannica! Princes. 


Againſt all this'Eyidenice there can be nothing 
objected worthy our Notice, but ſome Paſſages in 
Book of Homilies, which, tis pretended, are incon- 
ſiſtent with it. T hope upon Examination it will 
appear to be otherwiſe ; for Tſhou'd be very ſorry” 
to find the whole Church of Exland acting con- 
trary to their Principles for more than a Hundred 
Years together, and in ſuch an important Point 
too; and as ſorry if the Doctrine of the Homi- 


lies cannot be reconcil'd with Scripture and Reaſons 


and the Lau of Englund; all which J have ſnewn 


(88) 
Aready, do ſet us free from Submiſſion to ?//ega}; 
and deſtruftive Violence and Opprefſion. 
Now it muſt be acknowledg d, that the Homi- 
lies do in ſeveral Places condemn all Rebellions, 
Inſurrections, Seditions and Tumults made to di- 
ſturb the Order and Government of Kingdoms. 
And this, as it 1s certainly Godly and wholeſome 
Dodtrine, and neceſſary for the Times wherein they 
were made, as the 35th of the 39 Articles declares, 
ſo it will continue in all ſucceeding Ages. But 
for thoſe Times more eſpecially were the Homilies 
neceſſary, and fram'd with a particular Regard to 
them: Which I obſerve becauſe the Intention of 
the Compilers may be belt underſtood, by conſide- 
ring upon what Occaſion they were fram'd. 
Now tis evident that the Compilers of the Ho- 
milies looked on Rebellion to be a violent Riſing 


againſt a Prince executing the Laws; for ſuch, and 
uo other, was the Caſe of the three Rebellions in 


England that they had in view; that in King Henry 


VITs, in King Edward VIs, and Queen Eliza- 
beth's Time, where the Papiſts took Arms againſt 
their Prince, who was with great Gentleneſs exc- 
cuting Laws made in Matters of Religion. That 
this was the Caſe we are inform'd by the Homi- 


lies themſelves ; which acquaint us, that The Ba- 


Hlonical Beaſt of Rome had then lately procur d the 


Breach of the Publick Peace in England (with the long 
Continuance whereof, ſays the Homily, he is ſore 


grieved) by the Mini(try of his diſguiſed Chaplains, 


whiſpering in the ears of certain northern Borderers ; 


who are there deſcrib'd as ready to kill all that ſhall, 


or dare ſpeak againſt their falſe Superſtition and wicked 
Idolatry. That this was the Rebellion againſt 
which the Homilies are directed, is plain from 
Abundance of other Paſſages in them; but more 

7 eſpecially 


4 


| 


\ ths 


©... at Wa Mk aa ad ud Ca 


"3 Cy 
eſpecially from their defining Rebellion to be 3 Res 
Aiſting, or Mitiſtanding Common Aurhokrrr; and 
ſo in the ſame Homily of Obedience, Thus 
Ve know partly our bounden Duties to Common 
Authority, now let us learn to accompliſh the ſame. 

So that here's nothing in the Homilies to oblige 
us to lye down and ſubmit to Unauthoritative and 
Lawleſs Violence, but only to Lawful Authority; 
they do not require us to ſuffer Wrongs and Injuries, 
to ſubmit to be murder d or deſtroy d againſt Lau; 
but charge it upon us, not to reſiſt the Prince in 
the Execution of the Laws. It is therefore a 
ſtrange kind of Inference, that becauſe the Rebel- 
lion of the Papiſis to introduce and reſettle their 
abdicated Religion, is condemned by the Homilies, 
the Reſiſtance of Proteſtants in Defence of the Re- 
ligion eftablihd by all the Authority of the Kings 
dom, muſt be condemn'd by them too. People 
may make theſe Caſes alike, if they pleaſe ; but 
there is juſt as much Difference between them, as 
there is betwixt Authority and No-Authority, Law 

and No-Law ; which will be thought very clear, and 
of ſome Importance with all reaſonable Men. 

I might here give the Reader the Judgment of 
ſeveral of our moſt eminent Divines, who flouriſh'd 
about the Times theſe Homilies were compos d; 
ſuch as Dr. Poinet, Biſhop Jewell, Biſhop Bilton, 

Mr. Hooker and others: All of em Men who have 
declar'd' themſelves of the ſame Opinion in this 
Matter, and ſuch Men as cannot be ſuppos'd not 
to underitand the true Meaning of the Homilies, 
or ſo ſoon to contradict what they ſolemnly ſub- 
{crib'd to: But every thing of this kind may be 
ſeen in the Authors themſelves, or in Mr. Johnſoz's 
Works, who has ſhewn itto bealſo the Judgment of 
Luther, Melanchton, and all the eminent foreign 

| = En Proteſtants. 
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Proteſtants. I ſhall therefore only obſerve, that at 
the End of every Diviſion of the Homily againft 
Willful Rebellion (and by the by, WII Irvr was not 


put in the Title for nothing) there is a Prayer 


for thoſe oppreſs d by Tyranny in other Parts, 


that they might be relieved, and that thoſe who 


were in fear of their Cruelty might be comforted. 
There are ſome Paſſages likewiſe in the Homi- 
lies that relate to the coercing the Perſon of the 
Prince, which is certainly ſacred by our Conſtitu- 
tion. But that the Compilers had no Thoughts 
thereby to debar Subjects of the Right of defen- 
ding themſelves. againſt illegal Violence, is evident 
from their propounding David as an Example of 
Loyalty, and giving him the Character of a Per- 


ſon the furtheſt off from all manner of Rebellion; than 
whom there was never a greater Inſtance of Se. 
Defence. For tho good and godly David, as the 


Homily calls him, had-a juſt and ſacred Tender- 


neſs for the Perſon of Saul, and would not 


offer him any Violence when he had him in his 
Power, and reſented the Murder of him by the 
Amalckite, in a high Degree; yet nothing can be 
plainer, than that he was reſolv'd to defend him- 
ſelf againſt Saul, as far as poſſibly he could; as 
his raiſing and keeping Forces about him, and 

his Purpoſe at Keilabh do ſufficiently manifeſt. 
There are many other Paſſages in the Homilies that 
affirm, that the bad Life of a Prince is no juſt Cauſe 
of Rebellion againſt his Government; for that is the 
moſt can be made of what we are told, that © all 
subjects are bound to obey their Magiſtrates, 
and for no Cauſe to withſtand or reſiſt them, 
* altho' they be wicked Men.” This, however ne- 
ceſlary for the Times wherein they were made, in 
Which the Rebellion in King Henry VIII's 9 
Who 
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ſure can be no Argument againſt 
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| (who had given but too much Occaſion to reckon 


him a wicked Prince) was freſh and lively, does 
not affect any that I know of at preſent ; to be 
eſiſtance of il- 
legal and deſtructive Violence. | 


D pon the whole Matter: If there be any thing 


in the Homilies that may ſeem to favour the No- 
tion of Abſolute Submiſſion ; yet if taken in a 
qualify'd Senſe, and compar'd with other Places 
(without which the Scriptures themſelves may be 
made to ſpeak Blaſphemy and Nonſenſe) it will 
be very evident, that they who compiled them, 


had not in their View the Attempts of a Prince 


endeayouring to deſtroy his Subjects againſt Law, 
and their Endeavours to defend themſelves ; but the 


Caſe of Subjects Reſiſting their Princes in the due 


ecution of the Laws; as appears plainly from 
that Definition of Rebellion in the Homily of Obes 
dience. Therefore let us all fear the moſt deteſtable Vice 
of Rebellion, ever remembring, that he that Refiſteth or 
IVithſtandeth Common AuTrorITY, Refiſteth or With. 


ſtandeth God and his Ordinance. ond 
 'Tho, after all, I ſuppoſe thoſe who made the 


Homilies never thought themſelves infallille, nor 


_ ought to be eſteem'd ſo by others: They were 


good Men, nevertheleſs they were but Men ; Men. 
of like Prejudices and Paſſions with other People; 
Men who cou'd not pretend to be guided in an 


vnerring manner in all things they wrote, by the 


Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit; nor does the Ar- 


zicle, when it tells us the Homilies contain godly 


and whoteſome Doctrine, intend to give as much 
Authority to them, as to the Holy Scriptures ; nor 
does Subſcription to the Article ſignify, that the 
Perſon who ſubſcribes is oblig'd to believe every 
individual Sentence in all the Homilies, and the 
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Interpretation and Application of every Text of 
Scripture quoted in them to be juſt and reaſona- 
ble. There are Places in the Homilies againſt 
the Uſe of Organs in Churches, which yet are ge- 
nerally received; and it will be hard to name ei- 
ther a Preacher or a Miiter, who hath not contra- 
dicted fome particular Sentence, or ſome particu» 
lar Interpretation of Scripture in them. So that 
all that can be reaſonably taken for the Meaning 
of Subſcription, is (in the words of the niet 
that the Homilies contain a wholeſome, godly an- 

ſound Doctrine; which I believe they do; and yet 
may contain ſome few Errors, which I am no 
where forbid to acknowiedge. The only thing 
that ever was ſuppos'd either by Governours or Go 
verned in this Church, to be intended by Subſcri- 
ption to the Article concerning the Homilies, was 
this, that the Perion ſubſcribing doth truly believe, 
that the Tenor of the Doctrine contain'd in them 
is juſt and right; and that the main Doctrines de- 
fign'd to be taught in them, are godly and whole- 
ſome Doctrines: And all this is very conſiſtent 
with believing and acknowledging their may poſſi- 
bly be Errors and Miſtakes in them as well as in 
other human Compoſitions. But J have no need 
_ of inſiſting upon this favoural le Allowance in the 
preſent Caſe; for the Refiſtance J have ſtated and con- 
tended for, is far enough from the Rebellion con- 
demned by the Homilies ; and if any thing in 
them ſeem, upon a ſuperficial Reading, to be in- 
conſiſtent with it, yet when compar'd with other 
Places, the ſuppos'd Inconſiſtence will vaniſh into 
nothing, For to ſum up all in a Word, the H 
milies condemn all Tumults and Rebellions againſt 
Princes for their perſona! Vices, or on any Ro 
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of a private Nature, all Violence to the Perſon of 


\ poſition to, and Diſturbance of a Prince in the 


the Prince, on any enen whatſoever; all Op- 


executing Laws that ate ſuppos d, or are really grie- 
vous to the People; that is, in the Words of 
the Homily, all Reæſiſtance of Common Authority: 


But they no where have Regard to the Caſe of a 
Prince endeavouring to deſtroy and ruin the pul- 


lick Happineſs, in Oppoſition to the known and eſtabliſb d 


Laws, nor do they affirm that in ſuch a Caſe Re- 


ſiſtance is unlawful. 1 
But if ſuch Reſſtance be not condemn d by the Homi- 
lies, it is otherwiſe very fully approv'd by the Church of 


England; I mean, in that all the Members of it do 


yearly join in a Form of Thankſgiving for our 
Deliverance from Popery and Arbitrary Power, at 
our late glorious Revolution. I have ſhewn, and 
tis ſo evident that none, without the greateſt Ab- 
ſurdity, can deny that this Deliverance was 
wrought for us by the means of ſuch Reſiſtance as 


the Low-Church Men contend for. Now what 


greater Approbation can the Church of England give 
of this, than by appointing and joining in a ſo- 
lemn Form of Thanks and Praiſe to God, for the 
Succeſs of it? If the Refftance made at the Revo- 
lution was a heinous and damnable Sin; and the 


Revolution it ſelf nothing elſe but a proſperous Re- 


bellion, the words in the Office for the Fifth of 
November, wou'd very ill become the Mouths of 
Chriſtians. We there profeſs our ſelves aſſembled 
to bleſs God for filling our Hearts again with Joy and 
Gladneſs, and putting a new Song into our Mouths, by 
bringing his late Maj eſiy upon that Day for the Delive- 
ance of our Church and Nation from Popiſh Tyranny and 


Arbitrary Power : And to adore the Miſdom and Juſtice 


of that Providence which ſo timely inter pos d in our ex- 
| | treme 
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treme Danger, and diſappointed all the Defigns of our 
Enemies. And again we do moſt humbly praiſe aud 
. mragmfy the moſt glorious Name of God for his unſpea- 
able Goodneſs towards us, expreſs'd in wonderfully con- 
ducting his Servant our late King, and bringing him 

fafely into England, to preſerve us from the Attempts 
e our Enemies to bereave us of our Religion and Laws. 
And finally we %% God for giving his latg Majeſty 
a ſafe Arrival here, and for making all Oppofition fall 
before him, till he became our King and Governour. 
am ſure if this Nation did a wicked thing in de- 
fending it ſelf againſt Popery and Slavery, it mult, 
at leaſt, be equally wicked in the Church thus to 
faud and praiſe God for it. I know ſome think 
they may be excus'd in giving Thanks to God for 
the Benefits of the Revolution, tho' they diſapprove 
the Means by which they were procur d. But this 
Form gives Thanks to God for Means and End 
too; and indeed if the former were unjuſtifiable, 
It wou'd be as impious thus to praiſe God for the 
Hatter, as for a Thief very devoutly to bleſs him 
for the Succeſs of his Villanies. Thoſe Men 
therefore, who call for Pontius Pilate's Baſon of Was 
ter to waſh their Hands of the Sin of the Revolu- 
tion, and yet pretend to rejoice in the Bleſſings 
of it, whatever Countenance they may have from 
the Equivocations of the Jeſuits, are far enough 
from receiving any from the Church of England, 
'And thus I hope I have made it appear, beyond 
any reaſonable Contradiction, that the Doctrine of 
Reſiſtance (as ſtated before, and contended for by 
thoſe call d Low Church Men) is no way inconſi- 
Kent with the Doctrine of the Church of England; 
but on the contrary, expreſsly approv d and juſtify'd 


, 
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Some indeed think they have à mighty Ads 
vantage over this Doctrine, when they tell 
us, tis the Doctrine of Papiſts and Diſſenters ; 
which if it were wholly true, wou'd be no 
juſt Objection againſt it: For both the one 
and the other hold a great many Points that 
are common to all Chriſtians. But, as it hap- 
pens, the Caſe is, in Part, otherwiſe. For 
nothing is more evident, than that there is 
no more Congruity between this Doctrine, and 
that of the Papiſts, than there is between Light 
and Darkneſs, as I might. ſhew at large, but 
that I believe it is written in capital Letters 
in the very Conſciences of them that ſo deſpite= 
fully object it. But this is the way of ſome 
Men, when they cannot beat down a Truth by 
juſt Reaſoning, then to make it odious by hateful 
Compariſons. 
As to the Diſſenters, I believe they are gene- 
rally of the ſame Opinion with us in this Point, 
as they are alſo in many others, which no body 
thinks the worſe of, for being acknowledg'd by 
them. I wiſh with all my Heart that they judg'd 
ſo rightly in other Points, that we might agree 
with them, or rather they with us in thoſe too. 
For it can be no Scandal to agree with any Perſons 
in what is juſt and reaſonable. „ 
And now having vindicated the Revolution, by 
ſhewing the Lawfulneſs of that Reſſtance which 
brought it about, what remains but that we hold. 
it faſt, ſince we came ſo honeſtly by it? While 
ve ſupport the Revolution that will ſupport us, 
<« Blefled be God, we are yet ſtanding upon the 
F Foundation upon which the Revolution plac d us, 


— 
—— 


* Dr. Bradford's Sermon 5 Nov. 1713. | 
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te the Government ſettled upon a Proteſtant Oubeu 
« and entaild upon a Race of Proteſtants only. 
Bur © thoſe who are continually ſpeaking contem- 
cc ptuouſly of that Revolation, and decrying the 
cc Principles upon which it was carry'd on, and 
cc finally ſettled, do in effect undermine the Ground 
« we ſtand upon, and (what in them lies) ſhake 
« the Foundations of the Government which is 
c ſo happily eſtabliſh'd amongſt us. 

That Papifts and Non: jurors ſhou'd engage in this 
Deſign, has nothing ſtrange in it all: But tis per- 
fectly amazing to ſee profeſs d Proteſtants, and ſuch 
as have given the preſent Government all the Aſ- 

ſurance that a ſolemn Oath and Abjuration can give 
it; it is perfectly amazing, I ſay, to ſee ſuch join 
with them in it. . 

I know many who are undermining the Revolu- 
zion, do yet pretend great Affection for the Prote- 
fant Succeſſion, as ſettled by Law. But how incon- 

; fiRent is this? Every one knows that theſe mult 
: ſtand and fall together, being founded the one up- 
- on the other. The Enemies of this Kingdom are 


* Manr and GRxAr: I pray God they were fewer, and 
# 4 their Power leſs; but they are not able to ruin us 
5 without the Concurrence of many, who have no 

| ill Deſigns, but are drill d on from one thing to 

| another, by deſigning Men. How happy would 
it be if ſuch would conſider that f it will be 
c but a melancholy After-game, when Men by 
their Folly have brought Ruin on themſelves 
e and their Country, to ſay, who wou'd have thought 
it? When it is plain that nothing elſe could 


* * —— 
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f Biſhop Burner's Preface to Vol. Sermons, 


« have 
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tec have been looked for. But if we muſt be ruin'd 


ce by the Treachery of ſome, and the Folly of others, 


<« The Vill of the Lord be done. 


But I hope thoſe who wou d prevent the Ruine 
and Deſolation of their Native Ccuntry, and the Ex- 
zirpation of that holy Religon which is Eftablijhd 


among us, may be excus'd from Cenſure and Re- 


proach, and be allow'd, at leaſt, as Good Church. 
men as the Men who wou'd bring on us theſe 
dreadful Miſchicfs. From which 


Gecod Lord Deliver us. 


© THE 
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THE 


CONCLUSION. 


AND thus have I gone thro' what I firſt pro- 
posd, and made it appear that thoſe who are 
term d, and revil'd under the Character of Low 
Church Men, do in nothing differ from ſuch as 
make the higheſt Pretenſions to the Church of Eng- 
land, but in things wherein zhey palpably differ 
from the Church it ſelt. And upon the whole Mat- 
ter, it will be no want of Charity to affirm, that 
the Men who deafen us with a perpetual Din 
about the Church, the Church] muſt not mean the 
Church of England, as at preſent conſtituted ; but 
ſome novel upſtart Notions and Practices which 
they wou'd fain introduce, and eſtabliſh among 
us: Or elſe all this zealous Contention for the 
Church, 1s really nothing but a Contention for this 
World, and ſome of the Intereſts in it, while the 
Former is only hypocritically pretended. Let none 
'' therefore be diſcourag'd from going on in the 
Ways of Peace and Holineſs, by the ill Uſage 
they will meet with from theſe Men; and by what 
odious Names ſozver we are branded and diſtin- 
guiſh'd from others, let us approve our ſelves a& 
true Chriſtians and Church- men, by living exem- 
p'ary Lives, conforming to what the Church en- 
JOINS, 


joins; and leaving thoſe who are otherwite iy 
* 


„ ß Fl lO nk, 


ded, to follow the Light of their own Minds: 

remembring always, that if ever decay'd and lan- 

guiſhing Chriſtianity revive, it muſt be by Chari- 

ty and Moderation; and the Enemies of theſe are 

the Enemies of our Church, and Government, 

wo is built upon them, and kept together Hy 
em. 5 
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